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Abstract: Globalisation is considered to be a defining phenomenon for the present society
having a decisive impact in the outlining and evolution of local identiy elements. The main
purpose of the study is to localise, record and analyse the cellars found in Silacea in order to
preserve, promote and profit from their use in tourism. The methods used were the study of
the speciality literature and onsite visits. Therefore, a series of specific software programs
were used, the results having created a digital data base which may be considered as an
informational support for other scientific procedures, including the identification of a series of
opportunities for local development.
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* * * * * *

INTRODUCTION

Sélacea is the residence village of the commune bearing the same name, located in the
Northern part of Bihor County, Romania. The village is located in the area which connects Campia
Ier’s Lower Meadow and Salacea’s Hills, a diverse natural habitat which gives the area a complex
economic characteristic, based on the culture of plants, commerce, fishing and animal breeding.

The favourable topoclimate conditions of this habitat (Serban, 2010; Sabau, 1997) are well
highlighted through the multi-secular occupations of the local population (defining Sélacea, as
well as the entire ler Valley) connected to the cultivation of grapes and wine production. As
evidence for this long and old oenological tradition are the great number of cellars dug within the
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hills which border the village in its Southern part. The architectural elements which compose the
structure of the cellars, physically transfer a series of cultural and ethnographic values as well as
specific features of the location as well as of the local community.

The identity and specificity features given by the cellars in Salacea, are brought forward by
their large number (approximately 956; according to Keri and Kantor, 2009), their layout in lines
which make up real streets of cellars independent from the households, as well by their distinct
architecture (Lincu et al., 2018). All these features give them a kind originality and uniqueness
differentiating them from other such constructions (cellars) in ler Valley.

Originally the cellars were dug in order to preserve the wine in favourable environment for
a longer period of time as well as storing the tools used for the oenological procedures. Later on,
as the vine surfaces were reduced, the cellars were used as storing places for fruit and vegetables
as well as for the tools used to work the land.

For the local people, the cellars represented for a long period of time an integral part of their
social and cultural life as well as a way of showing off their wealth (Iren, 2003). Therefore, the number
and size of the cellars owned by a family were in direct proportion to its wealth (Lincu et al., 2018).

Considering therefore all of the above, it is safe to say that the cellars represent valuable
testimonials with historical values supplying essential pieces along with other categories of
anthropic resources (Ilies et al., 2010; Ilies et al., 2016; Stasac and Herman, 2010; Tatar and
Herman, 2013), of information regarding the past of Salacea, traditions, culture and habits,
contributing massively to the creation of a spatial identity of the place (Herman and Wendt, 2011;
Herman, 2012; Ilies et al., 2017). Being the beneficiary of a series of essential attributes (age,
uniqueness, innovation, functionality, representation, etc.) the cellars are latent touristic resources
with a great potential in the genesis evolution and dynamics of the local tourism (Herman et al.,
2017; llie et al., 2017; Herman et al., 2018b).

The analysis of the speciality literature concerning the studied habitat it reveals the existence of
several studies which deal with the particularities of the natural (Ilies et al., 2017; Herman et al., 2016;
Czirjak, 2014; Ardelean and Karacsonyi, 2002; Szilagyi et al., 2012) and socio-cultural environment of
Séalacea (Ilies et al., 2014; Iren, 2003; Indrie et al., 2019; Keri and Kantor, 2009; Keri, 2015).

Wine cellars do not represent a new study subject, the cellars being found among the
research concerns of several authors (Linc et al., 2017; Dinca et al., 2012; Fernandes and Cruz,
2016; Martins et al., 2017; Lincu et al., 2018).

Despite the fact, the role and importance of the cellars for the rural society are still unknown
to the large public, not mentioning their historic role and importance in outlining the identity
specific to the place as a basic support in affirming and developing tourism as a durable alternative
for a responsible capitalisation of the territory (Herman and Gherman, 2016; Herman and Benchis,
2017; Herman et al., 2018a).

Based on this background, the main purpose of the present study is to carry out an inventory
of the cellars independent of the households in Salacea village, in order to create a data base
(photos, audio-video materials, drawings, graphic materials and cartographic projections) which
should be used as informational support for other scientific procedures, including here the
possibility to identify opportunities for local development.

RESEARCH METHOD

The present study brings forward the results of the researches comprised by the speciality
literature and carried out on site. Four on site research expeditions were carried out between the
15" of April and the 20" of April 2019 in order to identify and map all the cellars. The mapping
was carried out using the spatial coordinates’ identification method for each cellar, i.e. latitude and
longitude, using the Magellan eXplorist 310. The analysis of the particularities of the territory and
the mapping supposed the use of the following software programs: 3D Map Generator and
ArcMap 10.6. The cartographic materials, as well as the photographic data base resulted after the
onsite researches were processed in Adobe Photoshop CC 2015.5 and CoreDRAW X7.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Salacea is also called “the village of 1000 cellars”, an allusion to the high number of such
constructions being present on site. The number of cellars in Sdlacea is a rather controversial
subject, as from the discussions had on site most of the locals claim that their number exceeds 900,
while others declare that “Salacea comprises more cellars than houses”. A rather similar situation
results therefore from the analysis of the speciality literature, where a number of 956 cellars is
mentioned (Keri and Kantor, 2009).

The scope of the researches in the field was to highlight the exact location of each and every
cellar, create an inventory regarding their number and their association in agglomerations and
“alleys”, streets with cellars as well as their access (rods, pedestrians) in order to capitalise them
inthrough tourism.

Therefore, after having carried out the researches in the field, a number of 594 independent
cellars were identified, all being dug within the slopes of the hills on the Southern side of the
locality (figure 1, table 1).
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Figure 1. The spatial repartition of cellars within Salacea

It has to be mentioned that some cellars were omitted during the inventory, and we are
talking here about those cellars located on private land, inside the villagers’ gardens, where the
access was either restricted or in some cases forbidden. Therefore, it is safe to say that their
touristic potential (i.e. of the cellars within the households) is very limited.

The general analysis of the cellars in Salacea reveals the existence of three main
agglomerations. The largest agglomeration (considering the number of cellars comprised) is
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located in the South-Western part of the village, comprising 14 rows of cellars, respectively 295
cellars (i.e. 21.1 units / row). The second largest agglomeration is located in the Southern part of
the village and comprises 6 rows, respectively 147 units (24.5 units / row). The South-Eastern
agglomeration Salacea has the largest territorial expansion, comprises 10 rows of 146 units, the
average being 14.6 cellars / row. Next to the three agglomerations, another 6 isolated cellars were
identified, located outside the territory of the village (table 1).

The analysis of the rows considering the number of cellars reveals the predominance of
rows 1 (56 units), 22 (48 units), 3 (39 units), while at the opposite pole there are rows 23 and 31
(with 3 units each), 8, 11 and 14 (with 4 units each) and 25 (6 units) (table 1).

Table 1. Centralising table regarding the cellars in Salacea Village, Bihor County

Agglomerations N 2267 G Rows code TR o Road structure Road category
rows cellars
1 56 paved Il
2 16 paved I
3 39 paved Il
4 17 ground I
5 30 paved Il
6 34 paved I
Agglomeration 1 13 7 38 paved I
8 4 paved I
9 18 paved I
10 17 paved Il
11 4 paved 11
12 9 ground 11
13 9 ground 1]
14 4 asphalted |
15 30 asphalted |
16 32 asphalted |
Agglomeration 2 7 17 11 paved Il
18 22 paved I
19 14 ground [\
20 32 ground [\
21 7 ground [\
22 48 paved 11
23 3 ground [\
24 9 ground [\
. 25 6 ground [\
Agglomeration 3 10 26 8 asphalted |
27 9 paved Il
28 23 paved I
29 7 ground [\
30 25 ground [\
Isolated 1 31 3 ground [\

Access represent a fundamental criterion for the capitalisation of these elements through
tourism. Therefore, the streets which include cellars are favoured by their positioning in the
immediate proximity of the main street alignment, being connected either direct or through a series
of connecting alleys. If there is an easy pedestrian or bike access, the access by car is difficult due
to the geographical layout and the impracticable roads.

The analysis of the rows of cellars concerning the access roads’ surface reveals the
existence of three cases: asphalted streets (4 rows of cellars), paved streets (15 rows) and ground
streets (12 rows) (table 1, figures 2-4).
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Figure 2. Asphalted street Figure 3. Paved street Figure 4. Ground street

After the field research and analysis, the rows of cellars were divided into four categories
considering the practicability degree of the access road for vehicles especially cars. The 1%
category includes 4 rows which are located on asphalted streets with easy access, 2" category is
the largest category as it includes 14 units and it is individualised by paved roads with a rather
good access independent on the season or the weather conditions. The roads which comprise the
four rows of cellars (4, 5, 6, 22) depend on the weather conditions and they belong to the 3™
category. A low quality of the roads is recorded for the 2" and 3™ agglomerations (4" category — 9
rows), being therefore represented by narrow pathways with the rows of the cellars only on one
side, usually inaccessible for vehicle all year round (table 1).

CONCLUSIONS

The cellars in Sdlacea village have a great historical and architectural value, their structure
comprising important specific local elements. The appearance and development as well of the
three agglomerations of cellars, spread on 31 rows, 594 cellars represent a reflex, an imposed
condition by the natural environment on one hand and by the socio-economical context on the
other. Their economic and symbolic value, doubled by the relatively easy access and their
proximity to Oradea may considered as strengths in the development of the local economy based
on the capitalisation of such local identity elements. Independent cellars have a great impact in
outlining the identity of Salacea Village, on Ier Valley, Bihor County, Romania. These are vivid
testimonials of a universe lost in the blur of time, a world where the habits and traditions were kept
to the book and where under the more and more acute pressure of globalisation risks of becoming
one with the past.
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