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Abstract: The affirmation and development of local and regional tourism as a reflection of
the technological advances imposed by globalization have led to a certain specialization of the
spatial entities in the direction of shaping and asserting the tourist destinations. On this
background, the present study aims to underline some geographic aspects that contribute to
highlighting structural and functional aspects of the tourist destination Padurea Craiului. In
this respect, the transport infrastructure, tourism infrastructure, tourist services and tourism
resources were analyzed, the results being transposed in textual and cartographic format.
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* * * * * *

INTRODUCTION

The tourist destinations are structurally and functionally well-defined spatial entities, with
roles and functions in attracting and retaining potential tourists for a certain period of time. At
national and international level, the analyse and study of tourist destinations is increasingly
necessary in the last period of time, due to the increasing role and importance of tourism in the
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development of local economies (Herman et al., 2017, 2018; Ilies et al., 2010; Ilie et al., 2017) and
in the conservation and economic valorization of protected natural areas (Herman et al., 2016a,
2016b; Ilies et al., 2015, 2017a, 2017b; Siikaméki et al., 2015; Tétar et al., 2017; Tolvanen and
Kangas, 2016; Wendt et al., 2019). Considering the fact that the Padurea Craiului Mountains
overlap over such protected areas, the concerns are raising, regarding the tourism in general and
the development of the tourist activities in particular, knowing that the anthropic activity can have
both positive and negative effects on the term short, medium and long term (Ballantyne and
Pickering, 2013; Herman, 2009; Morar, 2011; Morar, 2012a; Rankin et al., 2015).

From the analysis of the specialized literature and the daily practice it was found that in the
emergence, the evolution and the dynamics of the tourist destinations, an important role is played
by a number of determinant factors among which we mention the transport infrastructure (Matoga
and Pawlowska, 2018; Rosik et al., 2018, Wieckowski et al., 2014), the tourist infrastructure
(Kapera, 2018, Herman and Wendt, 2011), the tourist resources (Gaceu and Herman, 2010; Gaceu
et al.,, 2018; Lindner-Cendrowska, 2013), the tourist perception (Bar et al., 2016; Toral et al.,
2018), the competitiveness of tourist destinations (Mendola and Volo, 2017; Sainaghi et al., 2017;
Gomez-Vega and Picazo-Tadeo, 2019), the structural and functional evolution of destinations
(Herman and Tatar, 2015; Mariani, 2014) and by the funding opportunities (Morar, 2012Db).

The present paper aims at studying the area of the Padurea Craiului Mountains in order to
analyze the attributes necessary for its nomination as a tourist destination.

The Padurea Craiului Mountains, with an area of 1150 km? represent a fourth-order
geographic unit, administratively framed by the county of Bihor, occupying the tenth part of its
territory (Geography of Romania, I, 1983). The mountains descend to the North-West of the
Bihor-Vlddeasa Mountains, forming along with the Codru-Moma, Plopis, Meses and Zarand
Mountains, the so called Apuseni Peninsula (Rusu 1988), framed by Crisul Repede to the north
and by Crisul Negru to the south (Figure 1).

The neighboring geographic units of the same order are the VVad-Borod Depression in the
North-West, the Bihor-Vladeasa Mountains in the East, the Beiug Depression in the South and the
Cordaului, Tasadului and Holodului Hills at the Southwest (Novac, 2006).

The Padurea Craiului Mountains are distinguished by the massive unitary layout suspended
above the surrounding relief units, aspect due to the basic level of the two neighboring
depressions, Vad and Beius. The mountain unit is an intensely fragmented platform, in a series of
isolated peaks and massifs, such as hillock and cornets, where the positive forms alternate with the
negative ones, the depth of fragmentation being between 150-250 m in the Northwest and 300-600
m in South-West (Geography of Romania, 111, 1987).

The altitudes are generally low, under 1000 m, the highest one occurring in the Eastern part
(the peak of Hodrangusa, 1027 m). The altitudes are descending westwards to the two depressions,
in the north the Vad Depression and in the south the Beiug Depression.

Depending on the geological substrate, there are two important categories of reliefs in the Padurea
Craiului Mountains, those specific to the impermeable rocks and those specific to the limestone.

The relief developed on impermeable rocks is represented, according to the age and nature
of the rocks, by high, massive shapes and by forms of relief with low altitude, in some cases they
are flat, in others their personality is lacking (Rusu, 1988).

The relief developed on the karst is very varied, complex and spectacular, being represented
by the whole range of exo and endokarst, generated not only by the lithology and structure, but
also to special paleo-climatic conditions and by the position of the unit, in relation to the erosion
base. The Kkarst of the Padurea Craiului Mountains is represented by all specific forms,
approaching the unit to holokarst (Rusu, 1988).

Since the competitiveness and the evolution of the tourist destinations are related to the
established destinations, the analysis of the transport infrastructure, the tourist infrastructure,
the tourist services and the tourism resources that define the tourist destination Padurea
Craiului must be performed.
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Figure 1. Synthetic map of the Tourist Destination Padurea Craiului Mountains

THE RESEARCH METODOLOGY

The elaboration of the present study involved the spatial and relational analysis of
several elements necessary for shaping the tourist destinations (transport infrastructure,
tourism infrastructure, tourism services and tourism resources). The data necessary for
carrying out the study, obtained from the Ministry of Tourism, from the literature and from
the field work, were analyzed with ArcGis 10.6 in order to understand the spatial relations
between the elements defining the tourism destination Pddurea Craiului (Herman, 2010; Tlies
et al. 2014, 2016; Romocea et al., 2018).

The results obtained consist in the creation of a synthetic map of the Padurea Craiului
tourist destination, on which the defining elements that led to the shaping of this destination,
respectively of the study "Several geographical considerations regarding the Tourist
Destination Padurea Craiului Mountains" were presented.

THE TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE

Located in the northwest of the Apuseni Mountains, between the Crisul Repede Defile, to
the north, and the Depression of Beius to the south, the Padurea Craiului destination can be
accessed both by train and by car. The train access is provided by the railway Oradea-Cluj-
Napoca-Bucharest (with the train station Bratca, Suncuius, Vadu Crisului), while the car access
is via the European Road 60, connecting Oradea to Cluj-Napoca, respectively the European
Road 79 (Oradea-Beius), which continues with the county road 764 (Beiug-Bratca).
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THE TOURIST INFRASTRUCTURE

The accommodation structures are representative elements in the shaping of tourist
destinations, their appearance and evolution having close links with the tourist potential of the
space in which they appear and manifest (Herman and Tatar, 2015). The tourist destination
Padurea Craiului is represented by the existence of a number of 32 accommodation structures, with
a capacity of 709 beds. The spatial analysis of the accommodation structures in the studied area
highlighted the existence of three major groups, located in the North-East (represented by a
number of 14 structures, 357 accommodation beds), in the South-West (represented by 9
accommodation bases, 195 beds) and West, in Remeti, on the Iad valley (represented by §
structures, 145 beds). An exception to this rule is the Tourist Pension Mihaiu Sasului from
Varciorog (12 beds) (LSPTC, 2018). It should be underlined that the location of the
accommodation structures is closely related to access routes, on the one hand and to the existence
of tourist resources, on the other hand.

The food service operators are also representative elements in shaping the tourist
destinations, complementing the accommodation structures to meet the primary needs, in
connection with gastronomy and recreation. In the studied area there are nine food services
operators (1270 seats), located in the North-West of Padurea Craiului, in Vadu Crisului, Suncuius,
Bratca, Valea Crisului and West, in Remeti (LSPTAP, 2018). For the location of the food service
operators, it can be observed the connections with the access routes and with the existence of
tourism resources.

Tourist planning elements are structural elements of tourist destinations with important
roles and functions in generating tourist motivation.

The first tourist facilities specific to the area under consideration dates back to 1880 when
the "the father of the Bihor County tourism", Czaran Gyula, explores the Meziad Cave and
undertakes the first tourist planning. Later, in 1903 he proposes and set up the first tourist route
from the Pddurea Craiului, between Vadu Crisului and Suncuius. In the same period, the first
tourist cottage was built near the Vadu Crisului Cave, the cottage being nowadays abandoned (the
Journal of the Padurii Craiului, 2017).

Currently, the following tourist facilities have to be mentioned: four caves for tourism
(respectively, Meziad Cave, Crystal Cave in Farcu mine, Ungurul Mare Cave and Vadu Crisului
Cave)?!, the hiking routes (15 hiking routes, approved and maintained by the Mountain Rescue
Service from Bihor County)?, the thematic routes (four routes "Discover Rosia Valley", "Forest
Stories", "No Trace!", "The Forest Livings") (Bihor Destination Management Agency, 2017, p.
13), the areas and routes for climbing and mountaineering activities (six climbing areas, located in
Vadu Crisului, Suncuius, Bulz, Remeti, Osoi and Lazuri, with a total of 442 routes)® and the via-
ferrata routes (three routes, the Hodoaba Valley, Zanelor Vertical Slope and Zmiului House).*®
Also, there are five mountain bikes rental centers, located in Suncuius (at Extreme Suncuius tour
operator, near Gradia Pension), Remeti (at the pensions Apuseni Wild and Gornicului, on the Iad
Valley), Remetea (six bikes ) and Rosia (six bikes).®

THE TOURIST SERVICES

Tourist Information and Promotion Services are defining attributions for the Tourist
Information and Promotion Centers, representing through the roles and the functions performed,
together with the transport and tourism infrastructure, another essential element in the emergence
and development of the tourist destinations. The destination Padurea Craiului is represented by the

! https://www.padureacraiului.ro/speoturism

2 http://www.salvamontbihor.ro/page/trasee-turistice
% http://alpinismbihor.ro

4 http://alpinismbihor.ro

5 http://salvamontbihor.ro/page/via-ferrata-vad

8 https://padureacraiului.ro/rent-a-bike/
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existence of the TIPCs (23% of the total number of Bihor County centers), located in the North-
East, in Bratca, Vadu Crisului and Bulz. The role and importance of TIPCs in the studied area, in
the shaping and development of the Padurea Craiului tourist destination, emergences from the
researches carried out during the period 01.10.2017 - 20.04.2018 and 01.11.2018 - 30.01.2019,
using sociological survey based on questionnaire and from web site analysis. The conclusions of
the research show that the Tourist Information Center Vadu Crisului and Bulz have an
insignificant role, while the National Tourist Information and Promotion Center Bratca has a
minor role. A similar situation has also emerged from the web site analysis.

The tourist services are well coordinated and represented in the Padurea Craiului
destination, by a number of 18 operators and six specialized guides (Bihor Destination
Management Agency, 2017, p. 25).

THE TOURIST RESOURCES

The natural frame is a basic element in the shaping of tourist destinations, having multiple
functions, including the material support of all activities including tourism, esthetical features
(landscape) and last but not least, the relief it is a tourism resource itself (Herman and Tatar, 2015;
Herman and Wendt, 2011; Herman et al., 2017; llie et al., 2017). In this context, the analysis of the
natural environment as a factor of motivation highlights the followings: the Kkarst relief with the
two networks of caves, some of them planned for tourism (Meziad Cave, Crystal Cave from Farcu
Mine, Ungurul Mare Cave and Vadu Crisului Cave), other caves are not planned for tourism but
they offer speoturism opportunities (Wind Cave, Batranului, Ciur-Ponor, Craiului, Dobos,
Galaseni, Gruietului, Hartopul Bonchii, Moanei and Osoi). It also has to be mentioned the karst
plateaus (from Runcuri, Zece Hotare and Damis-Ponoras), the gorges (Videi, Cutilor, Lazurilor,
Sohodol, Albioarei, Misidului, Bratcutei), the waterfalls (Cailor Waterfall, on the Boiului Valley
and Vadu Crigului Waterfall, on the Crisul Repede Valley).

Strongly related to the characteristics of the natural frame and viewed from the perspective
of physical life support for the local communities, a series of anthropic attractions have to be
mentioned, such as the wooden churches, historical monuments (from the villages of Beznea,
Valea Crisului, Josani, Hotar, Varciorog, Fasca, and Petreasa, Gurbesti, Goila, Campani de
Pomezeu, Vilani de Pomezau etc), the historical stone church from Vadu Crisului, the Rosia water
mill, the workshops for pottery in Vadu Crisului and for egg painting in Dragoteni, the horn violin
from Lazuri de Rosia (figure 1).

It is clear from the previous analyses, that the natural and anthropic tourism potential of the
Padurea Craiului Mountains (through its features like the low altitudes, the accessibility, the presence of
the Karst relief, the traditional villages) is significant. This mountain area belongs to the most favorable
category for the emergence and development of all forms and types of tourism. Among them,
considering older times and the number of participants, we mention speoturism, climbing and mountain
hiking, and of relatively recent times, rafting, via-ferrata, cyclotourism and tyrolean.

CONCLUSIONS

Padurea Craiului Mountains have a remarkable potential for sport and adventure tourism,
this could be turning them in a top destination. Efforts that have been made over the last decade in
this direction are becoming visible. Unfortunately, there is no integrated tourism development
strategy for the whole area, therefore the local individual actions do not reach the maximum level
of capitalization. There are deficiencies in the tourism and communication infrastructure, as well
as in the needed facilities for tourism orientation and information. However, there is a positive
evolution, as the number of operators in the Padurea Craiului Mountains is increasing. In tourism
development it is desirable to consider the principle of sustainable development in the overall
planning of the mountain area, taking into account the valuable and fragile natural and cultural
heritage. The recreational tourism in all its forms is very well integrated into this concept. A
concrete example is the touristic capitalization of the ten speoturistic caves, they are opened to the
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public under a controlled access, the planning of the caves is limited to minimal elements just to
ensure access. In terms of mountaineering, in recent years we can notice the valorization of the old
trails by re-equipping them according to the escalade and climbing standards. In parallel, new
climbing areas were created doubling this way the existing tourist offer, for example in the Osoi
area (on the wall close to the homonymous Cave from Varciorog) and Lazuri Gorges (from Rosia
commune). Further, the lack of bike routes, or their overlapping with the sectors of intensely
circulated public roads may jeopardize the safety of tourists, being a downside part to this form of
tourism, although the potential is very high. Finally, the water sports have an upward trend,
especially rafting, which is the most popular sport in the area. In 2018, rafting held 44.91% of the
total number of activities offered by the local tourism operators.
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