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Abstract: The studied area is located in the central noatt of Trasgu Mountain on o surface
of 100 knt. The attraction of this area reflects the divgrsitthe landscape, by the assemblies
of accommodation and the fact that the natives keep old traditions, more than 1,000 years
old. The natural setting offers plenty of leisubecause the region is full of caves and peaks.
The most important are: Valisoara pass, the plage®u, Piatra Secuiului. It can also be an
area of practicing trekking, mountaineering andagkding. The antrophic objectives are also
very rich, such as the ethnographic museum of Riméhe ruins of the medieval castle Coltesti,
the cemetery of Rimetea, unique in Romania forgifave dug in the rock, traditional houses.
Because of these Rimetea is already included inuteral heritage of the world.
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INTRODUCTION

Trascului Mountains are situated in the south-east pa&puseni Mountains, prevailing
Muresului Valley downstream in junction with Aries Rivdt stretches on 75 km from the north
Aries to Ampoiului Valley, along the valley and Masului Passage almost perfectly.

The northern limit is separated from the contagirdssions lara andastate. The eastern
limit is represented by Culoarul Mytdui and Mihiceni Plateau. The southern limit may be
considered the Ampoi Valley.

In the west, Trasm Mountains comes directly or indirectly into carttdo Metaliferi
Mountains, and in the north from Agigvith Muntele Mare-GHu (figure 1). Between these limits,
Traséu Mountains strech along 1,200 km

In this article I've chosen as study area T#asPepression and its surroundings, having
about 100 krh Traséu Depression is situated in the central-north péarfraséului Mountains
(figure 2), which is bordering the Bedeleu massithie west part, it is closed byiNkoara passes
(gorge) on the south and in the east it's dominate@olii Trasciului with Piatra Secuiului peak
1,129 m.

In the north, to Aries Valley the depression clogesdually; here we can find a small field
of passes. The average altitude of the depressioh350 m. The complexity and diversity of the
region attract many tourists, though accommodatiegr® set up only in the last decade.
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Together with the picturesque natural frame therealso a rich potential of historic,
religious, cultural and ethnographic resources thitake it very valuable and appreciated by
foreign tourists.
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Figure 1. The position of Traglui Mountains in Apuseni Mountains
(Source: Mindry 2000, adapted)
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Figure 2. The position of Trast depression in Trase Mountains
(Source: Mhara, Popescu-Argel, 1993, adapted)
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METODOLOGY OF WORK

In this article I've studied some of the tourigtiatural and anthropic resources, its tourist's
substructure and the factors which lead to the Idpmeent of the tourism in this area. The tourist’s
attractions are caused by their landscape complearid diversity. On the other hand I've analyzed
the statistic dates about the increase of numbeccodmmodation conditions in the last twenty
years in Rimetea (Hun: Torockd) village and surdings.

TOURIST'S POTENTIAL OF THE NATURAL FRAME BASED ON T HE
KARSTIC RELIEF

No doubt, an important role in defining the featuoé the natural frame of the region is the
karstic relief with specific forms, which expresgir strong personality. Moreover, integrating this
type of relief in a developed morphology on otheeks (effusive, metamorphic and sedimentary)
is made in a harmonic way @¥ara, Popescu-Argel, 1993).

The relief represents a very important touristatda of attraction in Tragici Depression. In
this case we have peaks, ridges and slopes, pagsess, straits and other karstic forms: caves
and dolines.

The steep slopes and calcareous ridgiésated next to the depression offer the region a
valuable “alpine air” given the fact that its high@eaks are Argaheia (Hun.: Ordas 1,250 m
in the west and Piatra Secuiului (Hun.: Széké&Jyk129 m in the east.

The imposing steep slope of Piatra Secuiului, whiichinates with 600 m the depression,
impresses with the white calcareous rocks, lackingds, having cracks, cave openings, arcades,
detritus and imposing walls (figure 4). Becauseth® inclination and its many verticals, the
mountain is hard to be penetrated; we can clintbraugh some well established tourist's marks.
A beautiful landscape opens from the plateau sthan its upper part: north-west from Agie
Valley, south-east from MugeValley, on the west the landscape is like a desgirbwith deep
rocky walls. If we go further to west, we can rest look on wooded slopes Bufaj with the
drifts of the former mines of iron. On the left vean see the laced ridges of Asdaeia.
Furthermore, on the south there is the place ofeGbl(Hun: Torockdszentgyorgy). The basin
closes by rocky gates, wheréllMoara pass begins (Varga, et al, 2000).

The shorter part, situated in the north of Ra&pcalled Caii Trasciului, where the fortress
of the Szekler was situated in the Middle Agess thione of the fewest fortresses which resisted
the Tartar’s attacks. Because of this deep peaksuh rises twice for those people who live in the
north part of Rimetea. This phenomenon starts modufrom May until the beginning of
September; after the sun rises, it covers the nauiaind appears again near Raphen it seems
like rising once again after 2-3 hours (Varga,|e2@00).

The peaks of Piatra Secuiului and Cheildiybara allowed the development of a tourism
based on sports such as mountaineering or panagl{the last one is a relatively new sport, which
appeared at the beginning of the '90s).

Seeing as a whole the landscape of Taadelountains evidences the big number and
variety of gorges and defiles. On the Teasdepression and near its vecinity you can findesom
gorges too. These make me appreciate differendlyptbblem because they are very important if
you get their touristic value and present the neaisracter of the terrain.

The Silgului (Hun: Szilas) gorgeky on the center basin of the river with the sarame.
This has also 300 m length. Because of their slemgth the Silgului gorges have a limited
touristic potential, but we can recommend it a®adgrelaxing place.

In the same limestone crag, where thesBilai gorges are, you can also find Berges of
Plaiului valley (named as the Pietrelor valley). But the diffeeebetween these is that they are
longer, having more than 1.2 km and its gorgesilpr@ppears less classical. The gorges are
situated in the middle basin and partly superioPtiului valley. This stream flows across the
settlement Izvoarele to flow in Aiudului valley the south part of Trasalui depression. You can
also watch and admire from the distances the raad B Aiud, which give you a perspective to
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the core of the limestone crag. We can perceivie bBeauty just looking closer, with other words
climbing the path on the left side (Popescu-Ae}el977).

The \ilisoara (Hun: Kskdzi) gorges named also Aiudului gorges or Poienii is the most
spectacular part being a gate from south in HBradwasin and because of its size. They are
orientated at north-west — south-east being mare thkm long. Their touristic characters are very
remarkable (see figure 3). The right part of theggpformed by Bogza Peak, describes a winding
line, with a big saddle in the middle part. The textremities, the rocky verticals give difficult
passages to mountainers; in some parts the ditfesenf height being more than 150 m. The gorge
had been a natural gate for people from this reggainst Tartar and Turkish. The acces in the
gorge is facilitated by the road Aiud- Buru (nowgsldeing in a bad condition) which cross it
from one point to another.

]

Figure 3. Valisoara pass (gorges) Figure 4. Piatra Secuiului massif
(photo: Bantd Norbert) (photo: Banté Norbert)

Most of the caves are just simple (cavities) undmrgd hollows by 10 m (some under 20
m), without ways inAt the Piatra Secuiuluhere had been found out, in superior part ofipera
number of 10 caves out of which only 3 go beyondri5The most known and visible from the
basin is Caluc cave with two entries. The traditi@ates about the story of Aiud College’s
students, who found refuge here during the revahutif freedom 1704-1711.

The caves of dlisoara gorgesare connected with the isolated limestone massitdsh
appear in the south part of Trascaului basin emlehaf Aiudului valley (Data, Bogza, Piatra Velii,
Pleasa, Cornilor, Rachis) namely in Valisoara gered nearby.

Here had been found a number of 27 caves (for ebeaPyewa cave, Piatra Lacului’'s
caveetc). The entry of some of them can be seen flerdad which is parallel with the valley.
Most of the caves are shorter, the longest beirikfddfm (Cocean, 2000).

Tourist's potential of the anthropic frame

Aside from the natural touristic targets, the aopiiral purposes (those created by man)
have a very important role in the rise of the tstici potential. The rate of attraction of the
anthropical objectives is given by the followingqagements: the antiquity of the object, its
unique, its dimension and function.

One of the most important historical building i® ttuin of the medieval Cgkti fortress
(castle) named also Trascfortress or St. llona fortress, which was mergim documents since
1289 (figure 5). The fortress is situated on a paaithe west from Cgdsti and it can be reached
by a cart road with the help of tourist marks.

Between the religious buildings we notice the chas of Rimetea and Gaejti villages. The
Unitarian church of Rimetea was built in the X¥/Hentury, its tower being built in 1670 and itspshi
in 1796. There are three churches in the villag€aifesti (Unitarian, Calvinist and Catholic). These
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were built at the beginning and the middle of thEX™ century. There is a little Franciscan
monastery near the Catholic Church. There was &uidrthodox monastery at the end of the '90s in
the north part of the depression between locattimgetea and Buru (Varga, et al, 2000).

Here we have to remark the cemetery of Rimeteagclwhitracts our attention for its
architectural valence of graves which are uniqueRemania. There are graves buried in the
relatively mild rock on the west side of the villgall of them being orientated to east namely to
Piatra Secuiului. These graves are familiar aneditary from generation to generation. Because
of the decrease of the number of population ittisecessary to dig other graves (Varga, et al,
2000).

The Rimetea Ethnography Museum is the most valuebleiral purpose to visit in the
Trascu depression, being rich in show-pieces and higlplgreciated by tourists. The interesting
past of Rimetea determined many historians andogtiaphers to make various studies at the end
of the 19" century. As a result of their activity there haxeen made a lot of valuable scientific
articles. All these made the inhabitants apprecien more the old objectives of some
handicrafts. The idea to collect these valuabledbkjand gather them into a museum came up in
the ‘50s. The museum opened its gates in the Ingildf the city hall in 1954, where the exhibition
took place in 5 separate rooms. Nowadays, therenare than 11,000 exhibited pieces (Varga, et
al, 2000).

Tools that were used in the mining, foundries angdrbcessing the iron are exposed in the
first room. Here can be noticed a traffic warnimgnal which says that the traffic should be on the
left side of the road. In the next room there aresented tools from ironing and tools used for
domesticated purposes. In the third room we can cdgects from the crockery, tools for
processing iron.

In the fourth room we can see decorations fromhbeses: painted furniture, decorative
objects (figure 6). In the last room we can adntive most valuable objects of the museum,
representing pieces of the local port, all placeshiow-cases, fixed up according sex and age.

Figure 6. Ethnographical Museum of Rimetea
(photo: Banté Norbert) (photo: Banté Norbert)

The native house of the last Transylvanian encysapBrassai Samuel (1797-1897) can
be found in the village of Ctkti. The other famous man of the village is Gergé&fnos, a
renamed botanist and researcher in the Botanicalgbaof Cluj-Napoca, who, in his PhD thesis,
described the flora of the Trascarea. Other valuable elements are the housest&a. They
have a specific architecture with a Szekler anch@arinfluence. These influences can be noticed
in the architecture of the basement and the roothef houses. Due to their apart traditional
Hungarian style these houses were included inrtenational inheritance of Rimetea and won
the title of ,Europa nostra” in 1999. Other objees can be also observed such as: water-mill,
blacksmith, the dumped iron mines.
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THE ACCODOMATION

In the Trasdu depression the tourism began in the '50s, ihtiahly in a hayloft, camping
variant, then in an organized form after the '8&mdes. The Trasu depression, but mainly
Rimetea (Hun.: Torockd) is visited by a great ma@pple and the tourists’ number increases
continuously. Over 75% of the tourists are foreigrmad 80% of them come from Hungary, but
you can meet here people from Austria, GermanyclRepublic, Poland, France, Belgium, the
Netherlands and even groups from Japan.

Table 1 Classified guesthouses in Rimetea
(Source: www.erdelyiturizmus.hu, www.welcometoromaarm, www.szekelyfoldiinfo.ro, www.antrec.ro)

Prices for 2010 (euro/pers/day)
No Name Cat. No. of No. of Address for accommodation
of the guesthouse rooms places
and half board supply
1. [Anne 2 2 6 Rimetea no. 1¢ 8.t
2. |Abélia 2 2 6 Rimetea no. 8
3. |Adi 2 5 13 Rimetea no. 1¢ 9.t
4. |Agote 2 9 18 Rimetea no. 27 7 (16 with half board suppl
5. |Andre: 2 3 9 Rimetea no. 12 8
6. [Aranyos 2 3 10 Rimetea no. 2¢ 8.t
7. |Babi 2 4 10 Rimetea no. 12 8.
8. [Béls 2 2 6 Rimetea no. 27 7,5 (17 with half board supp!
9. |Bitai 2 6 20 Rimetea no. 17 (with half board suppl
10. [Borbély 2 2 5 Rimetea no. € 6
11. |Botal 2 2 6 Rimetea no. 12 8
12. |Both Istvéar 2 2 7 Rimetea no. 27 7.5 (18,5 with half board supp
13. |Brasse 2 8 45 Rimetea no. 27 6,5 (12 with half board supp!
14. |Dalme 2 2 5 Rimetea no. 1< 8 (18 with hal board supply
15. [Deédk T. Zsuzs 2 3 9 Rimetea no. 2¢ 23 with half board supp
16. |Dr. Demeter Bél 3 8 20 Rimetea no. & 16-18 with half board suppl
17. [Dul6é Annamari 2 3 8 Rimetea no. € 7 (16 with half board supply
18. [Dullb Eniks Sar: 2 2 7 Rimetea no. 21 between 7 and
19. |Elzs 2 3 9 Rimetea no. 3C 7 (15,5 with half board supp
20. |Faluvédai 2 5 15 Rimetea no. 17 7,5 (17 with half board supp!
21. |[Floarea de c¢ 2 17 36 Rimetea no. 175/ | 8-10 (16 with half board supp
22. |Hajna 2 2 5 Rimetea no. 8 8 (17 with half board suppl
23. [Klara 2 2 6 Rimetea no. € 6
24. |Kelemen Iré 2 3 8 Rimetea no. 22 8 (17 with half board suppl
25. [Mdricz JAnos 2 4 9 Rimetea no. 1< 9
26. |Mdricz Piroski 2 8 16 Rimetea no. 1¢ 9.t
27. [Muskatli Toma Méari. 2 7 15 Rimetea no. 2¢ 11
28. |Pélinka: 2 3 10 Rimetea 0. 16¢ 8.5 (18 with half board supp
29. |Panoram: 2 7 16 Rimetea no. 7 20 with half board supp
30. [Petr 1 2 4 Rimetea no. & 7
31. |Rita 2 4 10 Rimetea no. 17 8 (18 with half board suppl
32. |R6zse- Méricz llone 2 4 10 Rimetea no. 01 7.5 (18,5 with half board supp
33. |Sar¢ 2 3 8 Rimetea no. ¢ 6
34, |Sarike 2 2 6 Rimetea no. 12 7.5 (17 with half board supp!
35. |Siméandi Anc 2 2 5 Rimetea no. 1( 9.5
36. |Simon Melind: 2 3 6 Rimetea no. 2¢ 7
37. [Somod 2 2 4 Rimetea no. € 6
38. |Szabé Gizell: 2 3 8 Rimetea no. 10
39. [Sziklakert 2 8 24 Rimetea no. 2£ 8 (16 with half board suppl
40. |Tamas Elvire 2 2 5 Rimetea no. 11 9.t
41. |Torockd 2 21 53 Rimetea no. 157/ 17-19 with half board siply
42, |Tindérlak 2 2 6 Rimetea no. 1¢ 7 (14 with half board suppl
43. |Zabos 2 2 4 Rimetea no. 1¢ 13
44. |Conacul Secuiesc (Gefti) 4 23 52 Coltesti no. 1( 21,5 (31 with half board supp
45. |Vernes | 1 2 4 Rimetea no. 22 6
46. [Vajda A 2 2 4 Rimetea no. 4 8
47. [Kiss 2 4 8 Rimetea no. & 8
48. |Kelemen / 2 5 11 Rimetea n. 18¢€ 8
TOTAL 225 587

There is no clear evidence on the total numbebpofists, the increasing number of them
can be deduced from the number of tickets soldingreasingly bigger number of tourists visited
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the commune lying at the foot of a big rock/moumtaiamed Piatra Secuiului (Hun.:Székeélyk
in the latter years. This can be seen mainly frbm numbers of visitors of the Ethnographic
Museum. For example, during 2008 there were ovg@dDAvisitors (www.kronika.ro).

In the last ten years not only the numbers of gisifave increased but the number of the
accodomations, too. More and more private housebeing transformed in guesthouses currently.
In Rimetea more than 90% of the pensions have twoguerites. Their numbers have been
constantly increasing. In 1999 only 6 guesthousesrewofficially registered, with 60
accomodations. By 2009 we could find 48 officialgistered guesthouses only in Rimetea where
587 people can sleep (figure 7, tabel 1). At thinto@med private houses it is possible to claim
accomodation with half board supply. Most rooms far@ished with 2 or 3 beds but there are
places with a bigger capacity.

Prices for 2010 are established depending on thefacb category which includes
accomodation and half board supply with the prieeveen 12-31 Euro/day/person. The prices are
very favourable, mainly for the foreigners.

The tourists’ big number is shown also by the fi@t in lots of places you need a
preliminary reservation for accomodation (by phon@ternet).

Two bigger guesthouses were built in the north iofid®ea in the latter years which receive
guests mostly in summer months, with full board] #rey prefer the one week’s holiday claims.
There is the possibility to accomodate and to cd@pespectively 50 people. In 2008 Conacul
Secuiesc was opened with the highest comfort cage@o marguerites) with the capacity of 52
places. Although this unit cannot be found in Rexagts it was expected to be, it is situated in
Coltest village, at only 3 km distance from Remet@am all the above mentioned guesthouses 18
are part of the ANTREC (National Association ofalyiecological and cultural tourism).
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Figure 7. The increase of guesthouses and accomodatioimet&a between 1989-2009

This can be found in thedlisoara pass, only a few metres from the road. Thigp@ag can
accomodate 2 persons in each wooden cottage whech Wwnovated between 2002 - 2004. After
the reconstruction works, the cottages were pravidédth electricity and water. In the
neighbourhood there has been built a new and mddethall pitch. You can find here a bar and a
restaurant but it is open only during the sumnmaetifrom April until October.
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THE TRAFIC NETWORK. ACCESIBILITY

The Trasdu depression and its neighbourhood is relativelsilgaccessible due to the
county alley asphalted road crossing by. So weaggroach it from more directions, the routes
being the following: Cluj-Napoca— Turda road E68,1EDN1 — Buru road DN 75, from the north,
Targu Murg — Turda road E60, DN15 — Buru , road DN75 from ¢last, Alba lulia — Aiud road
E81, DN1 — Poiana Aiudului road DJ 107M from thetboand Oradea Stei road E79 — Campeni
— Buru road DN75 from the west.
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Figure 8. The main trafic network and touristical resourisethe east part of Apuseni Mountains
(Source: www.harta-turistica.ro)

The nearest railway station is in Aiud where we gaheasily from the different parts of
Transylvania, because this town lies on the maia No. 300. A bus service sets off from here
twice a day (every day), three times on Thursdays.

The Tras&u depression is connected to the other parts aectapes of the mountain by
marked tourist routes. We can mention the gorgéunfla — Rimetea — the rocky pass of Réme
Rimetea — Piatra Secuiului — @sti , Coltesti — Vidolm , Colesti — the karstplaine of Bedeleu -
the cave from Sciua or the pass of dlisoara — Bedeleu - the Poarta Zmeilor cavealeiGa
routes.

CONCLUSION

The Traséu depression and its surroundings are very atigtith their wonderful scenic
spots, being natural or created by man. The cerfittee depression and the most visited place is
Rimetea. This settlement became one of the mosbritapt centres of the Transylvanean rural
tourism due to those more thousand years old ioaditwhich are alive and respected very much
by the villagers. This place offers various waysemfreation and a lot of interesting things forteac
generation. The Unitarian Church in the centre ohdtea and the ruins from Geiti are very
popular to visit. You can also admire the traditiboostume, the painted furniture, the utensils and
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the local specific embrodieries in the museum angar hosts. Its architectural style and its inner
rural decorations reflect the needlework of thesesuand the cultural heritage of this village.

Tourists come here not only for the cultural anstdrical values they can find but also for
the wonderful landscape which is an ideal placenfountain climbing, touring, different trips,
camping and paragliding.

The first accommodations appeared at the beginambin the middle of the 90's, but we
noticed a massive raising of the accommodationaigpbetween 1999-2009, due to the ,Europa
nostra” award. The number of the tourists grewefasDver 3/4 of the tourists are foreign and
more than 80% of them are coming from Hungary. dtlg weak point of the region is the access
road DJ 107 M which is very bad.

Finally, we can say that this area should be t@sean example for the other Transylvanean
settlements, as owing to the tourism here sevarallies’ material problems have been resolved.
This is a normal consequence of the process, bet¢hasncreasing numbers of tourists influence
not only the income of the guesthouses but alsatdite budget.
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