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Abstract: The goal of our scientific approach is to creat@odel of tourism capitalization of
the Romanian traditional authentic heritage. Based field work and representative
bibliographic references, we managed through ifleation, assessment, quantification and
integration of the traditional authentic heritageshape a village representative for the plain
area. Among the group of villages taken into comsition, Sannicolau Roman in Bihor
county has been chosen to be the subject of thaatific approach considered case study. By
the logic of scientific approach, strongly basedtloe data collected from the field work, we
can assert that this model of pilot-village haserhitectural (households, houses, extensions)
and cultural (traditions, customs etc.) heritagarabterized by a high degree of authenticity,
distinctiveness and preservation. These elementsfaran the foundation of a strategy of
development of the Romanian tourism by capitalraof a unique resource in Europe: the
“alive” archaic and traditional village.
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INTRODUCTION

The idea of capitalization through tourism of thenfanian traditional village, in order to
maintain the regional distinctiveness has appeasedl necessity, within globalization, being well-
known that the Romanian village is characterized abyhigh degree of distinctiveness and
authenticity.

The village of Sénnicolau Roman, included in théegary of “pilot villages” in this
scientific approach, belongs administratively te tomonym commune in Bihor county, north-
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western Romania (figure 1). Being a commune sdlaige, with approximately 1200 inhabitants
(2010), it is considered one of the numerous Roarapiain villages which preserves priceless
and at the same time perishable heritage assets.

The history of this village is a long one, datimgg time ago and it is first mentioned in
1332 (Suciu, 1966-1968).
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Figure 1. Geographic location of the village Saolsia Roméan

METODOLOGY

The use of tools and methods already applied witltass in other similar approaches is
the foundation of an action built on the logic giviey the answers raised by a set of questions:
where? why? and how? The natural framework isefdhndation of the environment design with
major implications in generating the elements anethmanisms used to “turistify” a territory
(Cazelais et all,). In parallel, the politic framenk specific to the 2D century generated a certain
space order (Forster, 2000, 11) with substantiahghks especially in the last twenty years e
all, 2009), an aspect visible in the approachesctonstruct the rural environment in thegGrilor
Plain (Staac, 2005). Based on a simple reasoning ie “mantifiascthe place” supported by the
idea that the set of ethnic folkoric assetst amege expression of human cohabitation in a specific
environment, we produced a riguroust analysis @& fluman resource and of elements and
mechanisms which support the functionality of aiterial system (Cunha, 1998; la$a2000;
Muntele and lau, 2003) of the kind. As a result of landslides, amalyzed 389 households of
which 255 show the features of a traditional hoothThe next step was to prospect the tourist
resources (natural and anthropic) in Sannicolau &pras component elements of a some
mechanisms which can generate tourist activitidse Tise of patterns already applied in other
areas (Hall and Lew, 1998; William, 1998; 1an8000, Timothy and Boyd, 2003; Cocean 2005;
Veal, 2006; Hall, 2008;, lliget all, 2008, 2009; Olaru and Artay 2010 etc) supports th scientific
reason for our approach by highlighting good exasplThus, starting from the definition of a
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functional territorial system (lagp2000), and by an approach of a regional kind éaa¢ 2005)
we finally set the best parametres of the functipnaf such a system subject to fitting (Gunn and
Var, 2002; Erdeli and Gheorghgla2006; Ciang and Dezsi, 2007; llieM, 2007).

In the same analytic context, another importaneessps that of economic efficiency in
parallel with long term preservation of the envirmant (Butler, 1998; Murphy, 1998; Timothy and
Boyd, 2003, llig and Josan, 2009; I§eM, 2009) and good uses which support the sustkinab
development of tourism (Bramwell and Lane, 1993Tigjothy and Boyd, 2003; Castaldini, 2008)
based on principles such as: ecological integmfficiency, equity and integration-balance-
harmony (Wall, 1993; Timothy and Boyd, 2003).

Our scientific step is finalized by analyzing timelices of distinctiveness and by creating a
conceptual model of the traditional household ia litcality under study. This is justified by the
fact that the household, with everything it représeis the location itself and final result of the
anthropic manifestations. All theoretic approachesre permanently supported by field
investigation and rigurous authenticity.

THE ANALYSIS-DIAGNOSIS

Demographic resource

Population, among other factors (environmental smcial economic ones) represents one
of the determinative components with a major rahe the occurrence, development and
perpetuation of the traditional households.

The households were mainly determined by the nurmbpppulation, ethnic and religious
structure.

In order to highlight the numeric evolution of thepulation of S&nnicolau Roméan, we used
the data from the census starting with 1880 utRAfigure 2).
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Figure 2. Numeric evolution of the population in SanicoRoman
(Data source: http://www.kia.hu/konyvtar/erdely/2002.htm)

Through data analyis, we noticed a progressive tirmf/the population up to 1941. After
this year, the events that followed (World War Hdacollectivization) led to a decrease of
population number from 2,979 inhabitants in 19411 33 in 2002, which represents a drop of
over 50 %.

The analysis of the ethnic structure of highlights fact that, both in the past and in present
days, Romanians have been the majority, followedibggarians and Germans (figure 3).

Like in most of the communes in Bihor county, steytwith 1977, citizens Rroma ethnic
group established themselves on the territory efwuilage Sannicolau Roman. If in 1992 they
were 137, in 2002 they disappeared completelyedéinss that all the Rroma people moved to
Gepiu where their number grew rapidly from 15 i©2%0 190 in 2002.
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Fig. 3. Ethnic structure of the population in S&ofau Roméan
(Data source: http://www.kia.hu/konyvtar/erdely/2002.htm)

Following the analysis of the confessional struetuit results that the majority is
represented by Romanians. The religion which thegladed at the census is Orthodox. This
religion maintained itself as the confession of thajority in the village throughout the years.
Among other confessions of reduced importance (micalyy speaking), we mention: Greek-
Catholics, Roman Catholics, Reformed, and latelgtenprecisely starting with 1930, the Baptists
(figure 4).
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Figure 4. Confessional structure of the population in Séolaiu Roméan
(Data source: http://www.kia.hu/konyvtar/erdely/2002.htm)

Elements of functionality
For a possible capitalization through tourism o #lements of identity which identify
Sannicolau Roman it was necessary a short anaysis infrastructure. This focused mainly on

the technic facilities (running water, electricisgwage, sewage-treatment plant etc.) to be found

in the locality under study.
As a result of field work we noticed that the wjéabenefits from running water supply as a

result of drillings of 350 m in depth of anthropiype. Beside this source of water, here we have

the traditional source of water for the peasaritg village shadoof wells in almost every
household.

At present, there is a project to rehabilitate @éRisting network of running water as well as
the construction of a sewage network and of a sewragtment plant. Moreover, in order to cope
with the growing water necessity it is necessamyaget another drilling operation in the near fatu
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As regards the power supply, starting with 20055&nnicolau Romén there have been
installed new and economic every 4 pylons for stiighting.

The main source of heating in the households inestime is represented by firewood. The
firewood is converted into thermic energy in vasatoves, tiled stoves or heating stations based
on firewood.

Sannicolau Roman benefits from stationary phoneiednet services. As regards the road
infrastructure all the roads have been paved ovingth of 12,2 km, while the asphalt layer
covers only 2,5 km, a surface which links the lggatith Oradea through the county road DJ 797
to the north. The pavements have been modernizeddeolength of 2 km.

By analyzing the elements of functionality in S&utau Roméan, we draw two conclusions:

1. the lack of specific tourist infrastructure, accoadation and public food service, as well
as spa and treatment (wellness)

2. even though the technic infrastructure has beerhrimproved lately, there are still
other disfunctions which theoretically can be fixed

Tourist resources

Following the prospectation of tourist resourcethmarea of Sannicolau Roman (figure 5 -
7) we noticed that there are mainly anthropic reses as opposed to the natural ones. In the
category of natural resources we have the plaiefrethe Collecting Canal (located west of
locality), vegetation and fauna specific to the Y\RIain.

All the aforementioned resources together with @it interventions have produced, in
this area, an extremely interesting typical plaindscape characterized by a relatively flat redief,
regular hydrographic network, the alternation anal vegetation (meadows and natural pastures)
with anthropic vegetation (cereals and vegetables).

The tourist attraction of the landscape is represeby the composition and the alternation of
the vegetation, by the rhythms of the vegetatiaiesy the fringe and island effect imposed byAis .
regards the compostion of the vegetal associatiopsstudying the speciality literature, one can
notice that tourists are mainly interested in theedt vegetation, followed by pastures and crops.
Tourists are mainly interested in the pasture \adiget especially in spring when it blooms and ia th
crops especially in fall, when they are ready lf@r harvesting (Cocean P. 2005, Lir2006).

The fringe and island effect is induced to the isiarby the way of land use, the territory
alternation of the cereal crops and of pasturesoAting to the law of constrast, the alternation of
the crops produces positive changes on the tourists

The anthropic tourist resources in Sannicolau Roraém given by the existence of
architectural, historical and religious remnant§tt@ religious remnants there are three places of
worship (the Orthodox Church “St. Nicolae”, the BapChurch “Betleem”, the Catholic Church)
whose history is closely linked to the history loé inhabitants (figure 5).

Figure 5. Tourist attractions in Sannicolau Roméan
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In the category of tourist attractions of histdgpe we mention the “Wooden Cross of the
Deported” (figure 6), the bust of Nicolae Jiga (fig 7), born in Sannicolau Romén and the three
archeological sites within the locality: "@ei", "ler" si "Bereac".

! A

Figure 6. The “Wooden Cross of the Deported” Figure 7. Bust — Nicolae Jiga

The site of "Cetei", situated 500 m north of commune limits, betweSannicolayi Roit,
to the left of the Csurilor Channel, 250 m away from it. Over a surfadetwo hectares, the
civilian settlement of Cgei dates back to the Medieval Ages, betweehdrid 16' centuries.

The archeological site “ler”, situated south-eddhe locality, on both sides of the county
road DJ 797, houses a civilian settlement whosstenxie dates back to the Iron Age, the Laténe
period up to the I0century. It stretches over a surface of 30 hestaseprivately owned and it is
in a real bad shape as regards its conservation.

The last archeological site with a remarkable &typbtential is “Bereac”, located at 1 km
distance away from the western locality limits, mdee border with Hungary. It is also a former
civilian settlement which dates back to the Romaye Aip to 1y century. The architectural
attractions are represented by the 255 househdbitshvare characterized by a certain degree of
distinctiveness and authenticity.

In conclusion, the aforementioned anthropic tougsburces are not fully made the most of
from touristic point of view. In order to reach ghjoal, a certain period of time is necessary in
which a series of steps should be taken towards it.

THE VILLAGE OF SANNICOLAU ROMAN — POSSIBLE MODEL OF ROMANIAN
TRADITIONAL AUTHENTIC VILLAGE IN PLAIN AREA

From the type of settlement point of view, all thlages belonging to the commune of
Sannicolau Roman are congregated villages. It seabats through history, each village had a
street or two, disposed around a center of locafitypresent, the localities of the commune are in
a relatively compact shape, slightly tentaculagcsfic to the plain villages. This arrangement is
clearly visible in Sannicolau Roman where the oddlt pf the village keeps a tentacular shape,
relatively irregular, while the new part is chamtted by parallel streets which intersects in a
right angle (figure 8).
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Figure 8. Map of tourist resources in S&nnicolau Roméan

As a result of the bibliographical research andfidled work related to Sannicolau Roman,

the household — a representative part of the llsgcial life and the core of its economic and

spiritual activities — has been identified as bahmg most representative element of local identity.
The interpretation of the term “authentic and tiiadal household” has split the scientific

world into two.
The term “authentic and traditional household” bBpkt the scientific world into two sides.
The first group admits only the very old househatdastructed from local materials in the™19
century as being authentic and traditional. Babic#@h this case, they identify the authentic and
the traditional by age. The second one underst@sdbeing authentic and traditional those
households which are defined by a set of featunddradicators specific to that place in particular.
In their opinion, some newer households can alsautkentic and traditional if they fit into the
architectural line and follow the local featurefieTreason is a simple one mainly because the
traditional households appeared as a necessitarana mere expression of human adaptationt to a
specific environment. If a component of the envinemt in which the respective households
evolved is changed, it is obvious that they willsubject to smaller or bigger changes depending

on the inputs of the system.
As a result of landslides, we analyzed 389 houskshof which 255 show features of
traditional households, mainly given by traditioeglbnomic activities (agriculture, stock raising,

and less by apiculture, fishing, hunting and weg)in
The traditional household type is in the shape gfiadrangle, developed on the horizontal,

on one level, with the courtyard in the centeru(fieg8).
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The living space is disposed alongside the maimtgard, most times on its right, starting
from the gate, perpendicular to the street, comwith the cattle house (orstalaul”) with three
entrances. The first two compartments of tteldul are the same height with the living space and
the third one is usually slightly lower (figure 9).

The traditional house type is characterized bylangated construction with the platform
on poles which outflank the house on its lengthe flouses have one entrance from the porch,
with access to the street-oriented room (to thietyigr the clean room, most of the times used as
front room or guestroom, and the room overlookimg garden or the sitting room (to the left, next
to the cattle house) (figure 10).

Figure 11 Platform in front of the house Figure 12 Traditional houses in Sannicolau

The porch is a passing room, housing the stove,wled as kitchen. In some houses, in the
porch are deposited household tools and some sgpdlhe porch is sometimes used as living
space, but it lacks beds. In old houses the flédne porch is made of beaten and then pasted soil,
making a smooth floor which was pasted every weekrisure its good functioning. In present
days, the floor is made of wood.

The main feature of the traditional Romanian hdosgannicolau Roman is the platform in
front of the house. The platform is a living, blgaaa working place. It plays an important role in
the design of the house being nicely ornated (&dLi).

In the structure of the peasant house, the cleamralso known as the street-oriented
room, plays an important part here being kept tlstrbeautiful furniture and woven fabrics. It
was occasionally used on holidays or for the gudtstoliday role is highlighted by the lack of
any heating system and therefore the inexistensenoke.
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The traditional roof is disposed in two waves &fgj underneath which the attic is hidden
with two right-angled ventilation holes facing tsteeet (figure 12).

To the left of the courtyard, opposite the house cein notice the shadoof well close to the
gate, facing the street and the bread-baking stdkie. household extensions especially for the
grain storage, the closed courtyard for the pouding the pig houses are placed at the far end of
the courtyard on the side opposite the gate. Thesdtwlds are outflanked by a relatively high
brick fence (1.70 — 1.90 m) which protects thermfrany intruder.

CONCLUSIONS

Based on bibliographical research and field workoae conclude that Sannicolau Roméan
benefits from a great tourist potential, not enoutfpitalized because of various reasons:
precarious technic infrastructure, lack of spectfiarist infrastructure and lack of strategy of
sustainable development of the locality based oallspecific resources etc.

The use of concept of sustainable development septe a mandatory stipulation for the
natural and cultural resources to be used for gdoperiod of time (Butler, 1998; Timothy and
Boyd, 2003). This generates systems of integraltitypee, with mechanisms, tools and resources
capable to fast self-adjustment in the case ofidiant factors (of legislative type) whose effeat o
the territory is immediate and a high degree ofaget It is important to mention that the
enthousiasm to promote such an approach is exiyelme| especially where the population is
focused on survival (Norton, 1989), an extremelyiolss phenomenon in the Romanian rural area.

Among the measures ought to be taken in orderveldp the locality through tourism we
can mention: the implication of the people and laathorities in protecting and promoting the
traditional authentic heritage, the implicationtloé local authorities in accessing the funds fer th
development of the infrastructure etc.
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