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Abstract. The political field of the municipality of Lugoj cerded a strong dynamics after the
fall of the communist regime. It is representedthbby the particularities of the local
government system, as well as by the specific efahplied management on the urban space
through the all programs and projects in order émcar on the spatial and functional
development of the town. Based on an extensivarelsdocused on the policy framework of
Lugoj, this paper tries to illustrates some consitiens focused on two main topics: the first
one reveals the profile of the local political astavho were responsible or still are involved
on the management of the urban development in dadensuring a suitable evolution to it;
secondly, this work presents the main developmasjepts managed and coordinated by the
local government which contribute to the urban pesg of the town, as well as to the urban
renewal and regeneration of it on the conditionthefcontemporary market economy.

Key words: politicians, urban renewal, political decisions,bam development, local
community, management, sustainability.

INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGICAL FLOW

The aim of this study is to answer of some questieferring to the political framework
from Lugoj, as well as, to the contemporary urbaanagement applied on this town by the local
governmentSo, who are those who are responsible for the udmrelopment of the municipality
of Lugoj in terms of the political decisions ordligh the lens of the local politics applied? Which
is the profile of the local political personalities this town? Which are the main interventions of
them through the development programs and projéatsised on the urban renewal and
regeneration on the post-socialist period? Whatlfback generate these aspects, in terms of the
town functionality and also regarding its landscap@&/hat would be done further by the local
government in terms of the town sustainabilifthese are questions that we try to answehé t
most objective mode through this study. On theaegtefield of the new urban geography, as a
methodological framework questions as the previopekted ones represent the main condition in
terms of the contemporary scientific approachesiged on the urban dynamics. The mentioned
topic is assumed by Hall, (2007, p. 17), the aythompointing out the production of the urban
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landscape set the questions about who is involweit! here do the agents come from and who is
responsible for the all regulations and constranefgistered on the main urban development
interventions in terms of it's sustainability. Imroattempt to find out some expressive and
meaningful outcomes this study is based on thewuariesearch methods, their apposition aiming
to obtain the relevant results, as well as, pemtirenswers, replies and conclusions on the set
issues. So, the most important demarche was thiedriéphical study on the basis of the proposed
theme. In this context, we have completed booki¢les and papers from the local media
(newspapers, guides and monitors). Other availaelnods were the terrain investigation through
the lens of crossing-examining of the main partdties of the local government from Lugoj, as
well as the media sources analysis (press fornnsja Very useful was the study of the main
projects implemented up to now by the local govesnimin terms of the urban sustainability
assurance in order to respond to the need of da lwban regeneration requirements.

These methods were completed by discussion wittedooal political actors, as well as, by
the terrain observations focused on the feed b&tkeoimplemented development programs. This
methodology is strong related by the required omecerning this type of analysis which often
demands such an approach. Methods as observatass-examining, applied questionnaires, the
consultation of the public institutions, the anaysf the date revealed by press are available
procedures in the study of some demographical &smewd not only. We applied this approach in
our attempt to determine in a real mode the prafilthe local political actors of the town and also
the main proper characteristics of the local untmemagement carried out by development projects.
In this way the intersection of the quantitativetinogls with the qualitative ones, wants to leadéo t
detachment of some realistic conclusions which lshapresent a starting point, as well as, a source
of inspiration in setting out the realistic futunéerventions by the local government.

THE PROFILE OF THE LOCAL POLITICAL ACTORS FROM LUGO J ON THE
POST-SOCIALIST PERIOD

In making up the profile of the political persomiaé from Lugoj we were considered the
more relevant issues as follows: the area of gritlie structure by sex (a gender approach of
them), the structure by age, the level of educatiompleted, the specific of the marital status,
whether they were involved, or not, on the politiefore 1990 and other aspects focused on their
professions, as well as, their visibility on thedbpolitical scene of Lugo;j.

The origin of the political actors. The study of the origin area of the political staffthe
town after 1990 reveals some interesting and pdaticfeatures. From the analyzed sample, we
can remark that the political actors from Lugojgaet a wide range of their places of birth. So, of
about 246 politicians (Boldureanu et al, 2003)yd38.10 % are born on Lugoj, the rest of them
coming from the other parts of the counties of Roi@mand even from abroad. On the localities of
the Timis County are born 25.81 %, the main localities beasgfollows: contemporary urban
settlements — Timoara, Buzia and Nidrag, contemporary urban settlements but villagethé
near past — RegaFiget and villages of the county as Baragt€p Balint, Belint, Cladova, Victor
Vlad Delamarina, Lugojel, &at, Honorici, Crivina, Romang, Tipari, Visag, Tapia, Boldur,
Bethausen, Ohaba LufigDumbrava, Sago Mare, Remetea, Beg, Minastur, Sinersig, Ohaba
Forgaci, Criciova etc. The situation of all thogerbin other counties of Romania (about 33,23 %)
are illustrated by table 1. There can be obseriiatl generally, are present over half of the all
counties from Romania. In this context, detach tiesnsituated on the neighborhood of Tgmi
County (for instance, county of Arad, Ca@everin, Hunedoara), as well as, counties situaea
higher distance than it (Bagani, Harghita, Tulcea etc). This characteristidug to the historical
factors which dominated the social, demographiodl @conomic evolution of Romania. To these
ones join Bucharest, all the local political actbsn on the other parts of the country totalizing

* For further readings regarding this methodologicaitext see lligAl., Stagsac M., (2000)Studiul geografic al popufi,
Editura Universiitii din Oradea, Oradea
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80. Regarding the countries abroad, we can disshgMoldavia, Ukraine, Poland and Slovakia
(2,86 %, about 7 persons of which 4 from Moldaviihe situation of the origin of the local
political people is represented by figuré 1.

The structure based on the period of birth reflects on figure 2 the prevalence of the aging
trends of the local political staff from the poseilist period. For instance, the main percentages
is assumed by the persons born on the 40s (25.853%)(36.19 %) and 60s (14.34 %), to those
ones joining a share of more than 20 % of the ipalipersons born between 1910 and 1940 (some
of them being dead now). In return, the young fmiihs up a percentage which does not exceed
10 %. In this way, we can remark a less representan the local political field of the town after
1990. However, this fact could be offset in presamd in the future by the youth who activate on
the youth groups of the political parties, thes& nes could be regarded as proper nurseries to
train the future political actors able to managsla@ommunity of this town.

Tabel 1 The origin of the local political actors from Lajgoy the Romanian counties.
(Source: processed data accorded to Boldureary 20@3)

County No County No County No
Alba 3 Cluj 4 Murg 2
Arges 5 Covasna 1 Olt 1
Arad 2 Dolj 3 Satu Mare 3
Bihor 2 Gorj 5 Sibiu 3

Bistrita Nasiud 1 Harghita 1 Suceava 1

Botosani 1 Hunedoara 7 Tulcea 2

Bragov 1 Maramurg 3 Valcea 3

Carg Severin 18 Mehedin 6 Vaslui 2

2.86 %

25.81 %

38.10%  mpomin Lugoj

M born in different Romanian counties
W born in localities from Timi county

O born abroad

33.23%

Figure 1. The structure based on the place of origin ofdbel political actors from Lugoj
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Figure 2. The structure based on the period of Birth

2 Processed data according to Boldureane &l.,(2003)
% Ibidem, Boldureanu, T., et al, (2003).
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The structure based on the marital status, and some other family characteristics. Taking

into account the marital status of the local pditipersonalities, we can observe that 79.90 % of
them are married, while 20.10 % present other t&itas as unmarried, divorced or widows. On the
category of the unmarried persons distinguishebadger ones which have not yet made a family. In
point of the presence of the children in their f@siwe can remark that 29.09 % of them have not
children. In return, over 70 % of them have onemare children as follows: 36.88 % one child,
28.72 % two children, 3.68 % three children, thépexct being illustrate by the figure 3. In this
context is important to understand that the moshefstudied persons divide their duties between
everyday work, political practice and family.

3.68 %1.63 %

29.03 %

0
28.75% O childless

M 1 child
| 2 children
| 3 children

O undeclared

36.91 %

Figure 3. The number of children of families of the politi@actors from Lugd

4.50 %

Oimplied on politics before 1989
B implied on politics after 1990

95.50 %
Figure 4. The percentage of the local political actors Iaed on politics before 1990

The structure by the educational attainment and the main dominant occupation. It,
generally, shows that over 75 % from the localtall personalities dispose by a high degree of
education materialized in a completion of a coll@ggher education institutions). In return, more
than 20 % of them just graduated secondary sclwgb®st-secondary ones. Regarding the main
professions we can state that these ones are eepedsby economists, teachers and professors,
doctors, engineers, civil servants and clerks, adtnators etc.

Palitical actors involved on politics before 1990. This particular aspect is often pretty hard
to determine because of the lack of informationywe as the specific of the political context of

* Ibidem, Boldureanu, T., et al, (2003).
5 Ibidem, Boldureanu, T., et al, (2003).
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the old communist regime, strongly criticized, centhed and blamed by the new political
successors. However, from the analyzed data maaialble by the book of Boldureanu, T. et al.
(2003), we can distinguished that a small percentaigthe political subjects from the post-
socialist period assume their involvement on paditiefore 1990.

Concluding remarks focused on the profile of the plitical actors. From gender point of
view, we can observe that the most of the politazzbrs from Lugoj are male, the women being
less represented on the political field; concerrimg age it is obvious the ripe old the younger
persons being less represented on the field gbdligcal decision in town; generally the analyzed
persons have a higher education working on the itapbfields of the local economy as public
administration, education, health, economics dte;rmost of them have families sharing, in this
way, their own resources of time between familyigdilons and responsibilities, job and the
political activity they profess.

SOME CONSIDERATIONS ON THE CONTEMPORARY LOCAL COUNC IL AS
DIRECT AUTHORITY IN THE PROMOTION OF THE SUSTAINABL E MANAGEMENT
ON THE URBAN SPACE

The peculiarities of the contemporary urban managgmpromoted by the local
government of Lugoj is in close accordance with tteeds of the town, in terms of urban
development, with the local economic environmeriththe social specific of the city, as well as,
the evolution trends of Lugoj in connection withe thustainable development. A special role is
assumed not only by the adapting process of therriat structures of town to the current
conditions of evolution but also by the intervensoin terms of the urban renewal and
regeneration. In these conditions, the local cduamproved a series of measures incorporated in
development projects and programs which ensursubminability and the efficiency of the town.

Nowadays, the Local Council of Lugoj, as the maipertant staff, on the decisional
context concerning the development of the town &@asimportant role on the identification,
selection, proposal and application of the develepmprograms at a local level. Therefore, in
connection with the profile of the local politicatene of the town is important to know the
structure of this local authority, in terms of thelitical characteristics, as well as the human
resources which defines the most relevant locatigall actors which decide on the contemporary
urban development of the municipality of Lugo;j.

So, looking back, on the legislature between 2008d 2008, the mayor of Lugoj was
elected by the Democratic Party and the vice-mégonged to Democrat Magyar Union from
Romania. Regarding the City Council, it was complogg 19 members, divided as follows: 4 of
them belonged to Democrat Party, 4 of them to Mafidiberal Party, 7 of them belonged to
Social Democrat Party and 2 members which belonigedhe Great Romania Party. The
contemporary legislature started on 2008 comprizemayor from the part of the Social
Democratic Party and a vice-mayor which belongshto Liberal National Party. Regarding the
City Council, it is composed of 19 members, dividedfollows: 7 belonging to the Democratic
Party, 6 belongs to Social Democrat Party, 3 froengart of the Liberal National Party, 2 of them
belongs to the Great Romania Party and one memirerthe part of the Democrat Magyar Union
from Romanid.

On the frame of the local Council work 4 commissi@ach of these ones being focused on
the special topics as follows: agriculture, comreertourism and public services: economic,
financial and heritage administration activitidse ttommission concerned on the legal activities,
the labor discipline, social protection and defeofsthe public order, the respect for human rights
and the freedoms of citizens; the commission fodumethe education, health, family, social and
cultural activities, religion, children protectiogouth and sport: the commission regarding the

® For further readings about the structure of tlellgolitical scene, as well as the dynamics amdeolution of the
political organizations and parties on the postiadist period see Boldureanu, T., Buiciuc, C., ltaieN., (2002),
Pariu cu istoria. Aproape totul despre yagpolitica lugojean: postdecembrigt Editura Marineasa, Tirghara.
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urbanism, urban planning and the protection of ld@l environmenf. Generally the politics
represents a field which often belongs to the riéis reality characterizes not only Romania but
also other different societies from the whole wotldan effort to know some aspects concerning
these aspects our analysis requires to take adbthe relation between the women and the local
politics from the town.

A GENDER APPROACH ON THE ROLE OF WOMEN ON THE POLIT ICAL
SCENE OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF LUGOJ 8

Starting for the assessment made by {E999), under which the contemporary geopolitics
is only a method to identify the logical behavidrhmman groups, we can consider that this one
became a representative one, not only on the gallgicene of the Romanian communities but also
on the functionality of it, as well as on the treraf the urban management developed through the
lens of the political decisions. After 1990, in Rama the access of the people on the real political
life became free, but making politics was not asyedemarche. The women and men were
involved on politics but the predominance of thelengender was pretty obvious. On the gray
landscape of the post-communist period the poltias the chance to be an opener as well as a
model in the elimination of the patriarchal grafiignase, D., Mgneag, A. G., 2006). But this fact
is only a strong struggle of women on a land assubyethe men. Nowadays the political field of
Romania is dominated by men but the women staadthtve an important role on it. We can see,
for instance, plenty women who manage importantfiedgis, both on the national level or on the
regional or local one.

This trend is recent one and it shows the factwaahen can be able to accede on the key
position of the Romanian society, a tendency geedrdy the won freedom of thinking and acting
once with the Romanian Revolution from December9198 this context, Gal, and Kligman,
(2003), argue that both for the men and women fthenex socialist countries the occidental
freedoms and the consumption goods seemed to be tangible than it had ever been (Gal,
Kligman, 2003). These new possibilities for womertess on the contemporary management
focused on the Romanian communities revels the enbidsubstantiate of the women position on
the Romanian society. In connection with this gvaliculescu (2003), conclude that the condition
of the women in Romania is influenced by the stamad living, by the legislation, as well as, by
mentality. The information and the access to ittébuate to the changing of the women condition
and position on the Romanian society.

But which is the specific of the women as actorghenlocal political system, as well as on
the urban management applied on the urban commahibe municipality of Lugoj?

Analyzing the local political actors in terms ofnger, we can observe that the women are
characterize by a percentage of over 20 %, whientien assumed a share of almost 80 % (figure
5). It indicates that the local community is pa#dist as the same situation which prevails at the
national level (reality identified by Harsanst al., 1993, cited by Voiculescu, 2003). These
percentages are pretty close as values with thenadtones regarding the women position on the
chief executive, as well as on the high managenpotition (Voiculescu, 2003). Closed
percentages are specific for the context of theesmtativeness of the women on the Local
Council staff from Lugoj (figure 6). More balancatk the values regarding the gender structure of
the employees on the own specialized board of tagomfrom the municipality of Lugoj. This
particular aspect is illustrates by figure 7.

" These data are according to the City Hall of thenMipality of Lugoj, 2009, as well as, to the talling Internet sites:
www.cjt.ro., www. Primaria Municipiului Lugoj.ro,www.lugojul.ra accesed in December 2009.

8 This chapter valorizes and includes some reseagatznand conclusions of the author's work titladoj, the municipality
of 7 women for a man: from myth to post-socialéstlity, presented and displayed on the International Cenée
organized by International Geographical Union Cossioin on Gender and Geography, conference underethe
Post-Socialism, Neo-Liberalism, Old and New Gendi&ecieties and Policieg2nd.-24th. May, Szeged (Hungary),
Timisoara (Romania), International Geographical Union.
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Figure 5. The gender structure of the local political astivom Lugof
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Figure 6. The representativeness of the women on the l@eahcil staff from Lugd{’

O men

50.00 % 50.00 %
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Figure 7. The presence of women on the own specializeddbwfighe mayoit

The age of women in political parties indicates phedominance of the generation of the
1940-1960 which means women aged 69-40, youngsopsibeing strongly under-represented. It
is another example of how paternalism works attigali and representational level. Considering
the professions of women implied in politics, wencabserve that often exceed the jobs as
teachers, doctors, clerks and economists, folloledccupations as libraries, patrons etc (figure
8). We can state that, generally, prevails wometh yobs which do not require considerable

° Processed data accorded to BoldureanietTl (2003).

1% processed data accorded to the fiche of the tavgojl2009, as well as, to the data framvw.lugojul.ro, www. Primaria
Municipiului Lugoj.ro, accessed on December 2009.

" processed data offered by the Human Ressourcies Offthe City Hall from Lugoj (March 2009).
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resources of time, in this way they having enoughetfor their responsibilities of their jobs,
families and the political activities.
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Figure 8. The main professions of women implied on the Iquditical scen&
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THE URBAN MANAGEMENT OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT TRANSP OSED
ON DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS FOR URBAN RENEWAL AND REGEN ERATION

Regardless of the city that we speak, the stududed on the urban management is a
prerequisite not only for understanding the modeab@ action in terms of urban regeneration and
renewal, but also to know the current trends ofettgyment and evolution of the settlement from
the urban sustainability perspective. Contempouaban geography pays a special attention on the
urban management, both from theoretical perspedawevell as from the methodological one. The
policies of development promoted at national, regioor local, as an outcome of extensive
decentralization process - an attribute of contaamyoNeoliberal currefit - together with the
progress of significant projects through fundingnfrthe local councils, ministries and European
funds are considering applying sets actions andsurea to support, not only the increases of the
quality of life in cities, but also to refresh theban regeneration in terms of spatial and funetion
development.

The management, as economic and social activitiglves the processes of leadership,
coordination, decision monitoring and developmeinthe contemporary urban communities not
only for themselves, but also for the polarizedcgsaby thent? Decision has an important role on
the adoption of the order and measures all theolass being determined by the local community
needs. The application of an objective, efficiemd &ustainable management, through promoting
urban regeneration process, is to improve the itnplaihie negative effects of urban decline (Hall,
2007).

The management, as a dynamic approach disposes$umgtions with permanent viability,
which can be applied to the administration, as waelthe modernization of the urban space. These
are the prevision, organization, command, coord@inaand control. Similarly, the environmental
management applied to human settlements is castieth 4 major phases, including: identifying
problems, formulating project planning, implemeiatatand evaluation of results.

2 processed data accorded to Boldureangtgl, (2003).

3 For details concerning the Neoliberalism and itplications on the urban space contemporary dewwdop see
Brenner, N., Theodore, N., (2005).

4 We can state that the urban local development fragoj is linked by with the assessment regardéthal Romanian
urban settlement system, assumed fye&#, (2006), the author considering that it has beeconnection with the
main economic and politic transformations whicheeffRomania being in this way created the prenfiseshe
process of re-analyze the established relatioms fre urban system, as a optimization measurebéotlevelopment
of the urban settlements compared with the poteottitne spaces under the direct influence of them.
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This phase involves the contribution of the geobemp by the scientific information
available, by its studies and databases achievét$ oesearch processes, by statistical sources, as
well as the cartographical ones. Therefore, thallomkers should involve the management model
adopted and the direct participation of the prdafesds and geographic information (Mac, 2008).
This chapter tried to illustrates the main objextways to intervention in the development of the
urban space by implementing various forms of mameg. The sources which had led to the
preparation of this synthesis are varied and comptgaling direct observations on the field study
of the local government documents, analysis oftledia sources, interviews and discussions with
the directly actors involved in local and commurdgvelopment.

To reveal the latest trends of intervention in poting the urban regeneration and local
renewal, there were centralized generally the alll@s of action and intervention promoted in the
past four years, between 2006 and 2009. The rotheofocal government, as well as, the urban
policies regarding the urban renewal, and the ptsjpromoted by local authorities is revealed by
Goodall, (1987), Pacione, (2005), Hall, (2007), atdéscu, (editor), (2009) ete The intensity of
the projects we previously spoke varies from onitpto another, depending on the purpose,
objectives, trends and priorities for developmamnt growth. Overall were aimed all the economic
and social fields, the consequences of the directigrventions being obvious on the urban
landscape, some of them could be fair and reakperd by the functional perspective.

Cross-border cooperation projects. The role of cross-border cooperation on the |lacal
regional development has been identified by martlgaas devoted to the specialized geographical
literature or on the full Romanian Banat Regiore(Bies, 1999, 2004, Popa, 2006, 2007, Atacu
2008). In view of this objective, on Lugoj was urdéd PHARE Cooperation Project between
Romania and Serbia with the aim of promoting ecdonodevelopment of the two regions by
improving economic competitiveness, by fostering #&xchange of experience in economic and
business sector, by promoting the business devaopand links between the economic agents of
both regions. The value of this project was abd@&,250 € of which 89.5 % are Phare funding
while 10.5 % are supported by Local Council. Alsocollaboration with Serbia were conducted
programs regarding the development of the tourisotos, as well as, the agriculture. Education is
remarkable from the collaborative perspective keydtarted project between Lugoj and Nisporeni.

Projects for regional cooperation. Regional cooperation has a defining role in emguthe
coherence and the cohesion of the territorial systand geographical area, its primary objective
being diminishing or eliminating the existed digpes. In this context, the accession of Lugoj to
the Regional Development Agency aims the accessigdj to the funded programs by European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development. In thisywia sought to obtain funds for new
development areas of the city, such as Tapigguvl Area (to extend the housing fund) or which
belonged to the former military units from the c¢igiso for the development of the residential
sector.

Projects on the urban and public management. They were designed to generate statements
that sought to solve the functionality of urbancsgdrom the promotion of effective institutional
management and to correct the most detailed stegtwith important dysfunctions.

a. The development strategy for the municipality of Lugoj. Conceived under the slogan
Steps for sustainable development, Elaboration hef development strategy for Lugdhis
managerial initiative, funded by the European So€iand (structural funds) on the Operational
Program”Administrative Capacity Developmentias implied the various factors involved on the
local decisions, as well as on administrative fiomality of the city. In this way, they found
directions for the city to guide the local develamn of it, the central objective being the

15 For further readings see also: Goodall, B., (198@jtonary of Human Geographenguin Books; Pacione, M., (2005),
Urban Geography. A global perspecti@. Edition, Routledge, Francis and Taylor Group, dom, New York;
Hall, T., (2007),Urban Geography. 3rd. EditiorRoutledge, London, New York; Voiculescu, Sorired.f, Crean,
R., laris, Ana, Satmari, Alina, (2009Fhe Romanian Post-socialist City: Urban Renewal &wahtrification, West
University of Timsoara Publishing House, Tiguiara.
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sustainable development of Lugoj, by increasingaihality of the local government decisions and
by the clear statement of the public policies. Ehalso have been targeted the improvement of
strategic planning of public administration and tbevelopment of the local community
development strategy.

b. Projects on the transport infrastructure and urban driving. The tram street of a town
plays an important role not only in ensuring thexclionality of it, but also concerning its
evolution, development and expansion. Started ftbis idea, based on the structural heritage
there were created improved programs and projebishwaim the increase of the quality of this
substructure segment. They was concerned abouehiabilitation of a number of streets grouped
into 3 main groups, local makers proposing in thigsy activities in the district Eftimie Murgu,
concretely the asphalting of it. Besides thisginrts of urban renewal and regeneration, there were
projected activities designed on the creation efdliffs along the Tingi River, on the progress of
work on the ring road of the city, on the streetsqal with asphalt and ballast, on the upgrading of
street areas for a better functionality of the entrdemands of the urban environment, on the
upgrading, renovation and redecoration of the IBmdge, on the restoration of the central
pedestrian sidewalks of the city, on the tacklireykphg of the town and, not least, on the
achievement of bike lanes taking into account tiég mode of transport is very important
concerning the residents moving. Very represerdaiv the traffic study managed by the
Polytechnic University of Bucharest, this one dffgrthe opportunity of a projection to a new
functional public transportation system in the city

c. Projects and programs on housing development. If by 1990 housing seems to not present
major disruptions in the sense that all urban esg&lhad a home (regardless of property type) and a
job, after this year the right to private propehiys become a freedom that could not be limited.
Beyond winning the rights and freedoms, is leadiegdevelopment, amplification and maintenance
problems, on the space for housing. The increaseidlsstatus and material discrepancies between
population, poverty, unemployment and industriatmecturing have left its marks on the living
environment. To these ones are added and grouhde@nt or property dynamics by higher prices
of land and houses. On such conditions is detachayt of the urban population unable to even buy
a house, or the assertion of options on a high@rglienvironment. These divergent trends with a
strong contrast, in terms of social status andhfir@ resources of the people brought to the attent
of local authorities in trying to solve these perhk and one both sides.

Therefore, on Lugoj began social projects througé National Housing Agency, for
construction of houses for young people or peojiile avsocio-economic condition more difficult.
In return, the municipality developed some plotsgoams to facilitate the construction of houses
for those who aspired to a more superior lifestfliang with developing these new types of
housing, the attention of the state and local pddictors is focused on the restoration, renovation,
regeneration and refresh the old housing fund itétefrom the communist regime. Thus, since
2008 began an extensive program of rehabilitatibnthe collective residential buildings.
Specifically, in terms of fund housing, local gowerent interventions were aimed at: building two
blocks with 69 ANL apartments for 2009, the progectonstruction of another 129 apartments
with the same scheme in district weavers, the s¢htd belonged to the former military base is
expected to achieve 100 plots of land for consimnabdf houses (an area of about 27 ha), there was
also proceeding with the construction of housingilitees by making buildings that formerly
belonged to the army field (in this case the cosieer of the urban space is obvious, solving
partially the problem of seeking a social housetbhg poor population and also from the
perspective of all those with sufficient financelailability to build a house on land leased or
owned); the municipality is currently estimated tthhrough various programs and projects
covering residential, to be put into use by 204X, Bousing units. Regeneration of the habitat in
neighborhoods through the rehabilitation of buigfins a primary objective for the attention of
political local actors from Lugoj, which materiadig through equal funding by the Ministry of
Development, by the Public Works Department anthibyLocal Council.
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d. Projects aimed the regeneration of the public space. Public space is one that belongs to
the whole community and it can be operated equmllgll residents of a city. Therefore exposure
to physical and moral wear is obvious, that reqspecific continuous interventions, conservation,
and planning as an objective respond to the conmmueduests. From this perspective, in Lugoj
took place some development and renewal projecth@area of the House of Culture (including
the Museum of History and Ethnography), the ardiealopi, for recreation, entertainment and
leisure, the arrangement of TygrRRiver and the redecoration of its neighborhoods (#anning
playgrounds for children, the old steel structubeslt by the communist regime - much less
obvious — to the attractive ones from today; tHevance of the study of these spaces for children
which create different particular landscapes, knaewithe Jandscapes of childhoods illustrated
by Duncan, Johnson, Schein, (eds.), 2008, in thewk namedA Companion to Cultural
Geography The central area of the city was the focus of el government pilot projects
aiming to rehabilitate historic buildings in coltatation with some Italian partners (leaders on the
field of the monuments restoration at Europeanl)ev@ther projects are focused on the market
planning and on agri-food bazaar of the city, thgeneration of the horse racetrack (access routes
to it, equine base, the manege and the hotel, réwion of the sport terrains etc. Urban lighting
was the basis of another project aimed at rehatiilg public lighting system, developed by the
Polytechnic Faculty of Electrical of Tig@ara. Thus, the new actions are looking forwardew
high efficiency lighting and to minimum consumptiand costs. Through this project is desired
the decrease of the urban electricity consumptllmcated for this service, but also the purchase
of the decorative lighting of the buildings withesjial architecture and historic value.

e. Projects concerned on water supply infrastructure, sewage and water treatment plant
of the city. Seen together, these projects aim the improvinth@fhousing funds, as well as, the
ones focused on natural environment of the citye Twvestment projects and programs have
developed in specific steps the execution of theesaege works, water supply, replacement and
maintenance of the network. An extensive prograns started in the restoration of the water
treatment plant from Lugoj. It was re-equipped tlgio funding by the Environmental Fund
Administration and by the Local Government. Througk lens of the mentioned projects, the
local administration wants to increase the quaitjife in the city and to reduce the water losses
resulting from installations with a high degreevedar. Also, we noted the targets to raise the
standards of environmental protection and pollutexfuction from Timj River.

f. Projects on public administration. The development of the local government received a
draft European funded grant proposed by the mualityp It was namedntegrated Information
Systems for e-government in Lugbhe financing process occurs by structural fundsim the
Operational PrograrfEinhance of the Economy Competitiveness from'therrity Axis 111 - 1. C.

T. for Public and Private Sector$he central objective of the project concerned twafacilitate
electronic access of citizens, institutions and ganies on the public administrative services
through the development and implementation of éegirated information system on the City Hall
from Lugoj. It also seeks the provision and develept of online services.

g. Educational projects. Local education system has received numerous alewvelnt
projects viewing the rehabilitation and moderniaatof schools, but also extending through the
emergence of new schools or profiles oriented ¢osticial services (nurseries). To these ones are
joined some collaborative projects with the natloaad international institutions. Thus, three
nurseries have been established recently undeditbetion of the Directorate of Social Welfare
and Community. On the Eftimie Murgu District appsira new kindergarten, while the
kindergarten no. 7, with normal program was coracerinto kindergarten with longer working
hours. The emergence and thereafter changes gak@imary education cycle drew specialized
labor available in this area. An important projent terms of national and international
collaboration is EUROITA with the objective to exalge experiences among schools in
undergraduate education system in Lugoj, §dara and cities from Italy. Another interesting
project in terms of promoting traditional cultuxellues is to establish a nursery in partnershif wit
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the Archbishopric of Timjoara and Lugoj Orthodox Archpriest. The instituticn made for
children with physical and social problems, whictuld be supported by church.

h. Public health projects. One of the projects in health is the changingustaf local
municipal hospital in emergency municipal hospiknding is requested by the state budget, the
project objective is generated by the fact that tiéalth unit serves an area of 6,000 km 2 and a
population of over 100 000 inhabitants; by the sémken, many localities are closer to the city of
Lugoj some of them being situated at a distanc&56f km from Timgoara Municipal Hospital.
Another project aimed the rehabilitating of the pites refers to the installation of gas
replacement, to the redecoration of the insidergspaces, to the endowment hospital with quality
medical equipment and to the improved of the gualftmedical services offered to the residents
of the town and from its surrounding area. A mgpooblem that must be firstly solved is the
payment of the debt facility for services provideddifferent institutions. Another project on the
local public health is falling on the“3Priority Axis Il concerning some interventions $ocial
structures, respectively, the modernization of idpatients in the hospital. The project can be
implemented by European funds, some of which mainbarred by the state budget of the local
government.

i. Projects on local media. Local media has increased its services by theaappee of new
publication aimed the information of the residemysthe appearance bfigoj Gazettenewspaper
which is edited and managed by City Hall from Lugmjder the administration of the Local
Council. Its circulation is about 10,000 copiesnstituting an objective source of information
about the administrative decisions of the locabectesponsible for monitoring and development
of urban space.

j. Projects focused on rural land administrate by the local government. The municipality
of Lugoj administrates and manages, with the urbira itself, two small rural settlements in
which there are many social and economic problensetsolved. Therefore, for Tapia has been
made projects which solve the water supply andsémétation of the village. The feasibility study
is coordinated by the Polytechnic Institute of Tgoaira, the estimated amount of it being about
four millions lei.

k. Projects on urban security and environmental conditions. They are focused on
establishing environmental police in the city witir role in urban environmental approaches,
monitoring the land degradation and those onesuefidy by the owners. Also, this service
overlooks and monitors the cleanliness of the eity All these ones have a critical role in the
context of the environmental protection of the urbraage.

I. Projects on the social field and social protection. On the social field have been started
several projects that sought the social groupsniiiz disadvantaged from the social and
economical perspectives. In this regard, Bhieectorate of Social Welfare, Community and Child
Protection has developed programs and projects for sociategtion of this category of
population. A significant project was the one aalle Chance for Roma Childrewith the
objective of reducing the marginalization of thenRopopulation and their integration into the
local community. In this context has been establish community center support to prevent early
school abandonment in the area afguri and Lugoj. Another relevant project is the étltHouse,
financed by PHARE Program unfurled between 2004 2006 namedEconomic and social
cohesion, social services.

m. Projects on industry and on the promotion of Small and Medium Sized Enterprises.
The development, as well as the positive evolutibthe industrial sector of the town was always
on the attention of the local authorities. In castimen with the new trends of development in
industry, typical for the post-socialist period thie town was projected the appearance of the first
industrial park in Lugoj, including some developrmareas on Timgbara Street no.2, as a current
extension of the preexisted industrial sites irthdrifrom the old regime but restructured and
functional through the lens of the contemporaryketeconomy conditions. The park includes 32
parcels for industrial units, the opportunitiesrigeigenerated by its favorable location, by the
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presence of road and railway etc. Consignmentsbeagranted and naturally arranged according
to the specific of the functional production unifBhe functions that this park may have is
determined by the following types of economic dtgivmachinery industry, metal industry,
electronic and electrical industry, textiles, clath and leather industry, food industry,
construction materials industry, businesses inatpgculture, units for storage, maintenance and
repair, workshops etc.. On its proximity is prowdda leisure area. The project is funded by
ADETIM. In small and medium sized enterprises thejgrts provides the attracting funds for
investment in this area, funding for increasing ¢bepetitiveness for the production of new units,
for expansion and development of the existing omed, not least, to change the production
process and the refurbishment. Contemporary dewedap projects are in the shape of new
industrial areas and on the road Tapia Roadsd@ldui Road, Buzialui Road and &get Road.
Therefore in Lugoj exist many opportunities for tikevelopment in the field of secondary and
tertiary activities.

n. Projects oriented on urban digtricts. Residential districts of the town still requirany
interventions in terms of raising the standarddivafig and quality of life. Some of them have
already started, one of the districts known as Mi&f which supports an extensive area of urban
space conversion. Food Market (inefficient) wasssitiited by parking space for neighborhood
residents, instead of the business the municipalitygested to create a park for resting and
recreation; the project of the conversion was alsts to update the trade sector by enhancing the
heating central which ensure the thermal agentrbef@90; in time it became inoperative, the
towns centralized heating being suspended on the @h the other hand on Mondialul Bec
District is intended to create a residential distfie can objectively emphasize that this disisct
facing out with many social problems generated dyepty, unemployment, low education level of
residents, substructure problems etc.

0. Projects focused on the recovery of the employment in the urban space. In this context
a project proposal would form the basis for a nénategy on attracting jobs in the metropolitan
Lugoj, as well as the retraining and workforcertiag aiming in this way the renewal of the local
human capital of the city to ensure the sustaiitghof labor resources both in the city and on the
neighboring villages located in its proximity.

For future is important for local government to focus attentand also to conduct projects
which have as subject the line crisis managemetitdrurban space because it is always the place
for a wide variety of risks, both natural and aoffogenic. This is identified by the recent
researches of lag@and Cepoiu, the authors considering ttthe structure of a city, especially the
large ones, should consider avoiding the appearaf@mergency situations and crisis that could
cause serious damage and human casualties, buttiaésearly intervention in the case of their
occurrence” (lang, Cepoiu, 2009, p. 5). So, the action of takingoigiccount this aspects
concerned by the emergency situations managéfnemtld represent a new demarche for the
local government in the future in ensuring the arbecurity of the local community.

As we could already seen the local administraticomf Lugoj has ran many projects
regarding the urban development of this town. Asoatcome of this complex activities the
Department for Management and European ProjedteofCity Hall from Lugoj, subordinated to
the Local Council has awarded the Excellence Trdphyocal government and administration on
Lugoj. For instance, between 2004 and 2009 thepmajects have totalize an amount of 1,3
million Euro and 10 millions lei. This distinctionas been granted by losif Constantiridzm
European Foundation, International Butan Gas SpcRedateptarea Press and The City Hall
from Lugoj under the aegis of theugoj Awarded Gala - losif Constantin @yan Awards
(Margineanu, 2010). At the same time, this board of the Eiafl has many other projects for the
future in terms of the urban, local and communiya&lopment.

18 For more details see land., Cepoiu, Andreea-Loreta, (2009ne importance of intraurban structures of the Roima
cities for crisis and emergency situations managenie Romanian Review on Political Geograpimg. 2, year 11,
2009, University from Oradea, Oradea, Romaniabplb.
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CONCLUDING REMARKS

The quality of the urban development of a town is inl@ser link with the quality of the
local actors who manage the town, by its resourcelsatever they are, as well as with the main
decisions, actions and interventions made on ie ptofile of the local political persons from
Lugoj on the post-socialist period reveals someargnt goals in terms of their experience on
political field, educational level, occupationskiey fields of the town, as well as, their maturity.
return, there can be observed some threats regattuinless representativeness of women, as well
as, the involvement of the younger political actamghe main decisional demarches.

The unfurled and managed projects by the local gowent cover all the fields, sectors and
problems of the city. This aspect is more than tagyu because the main decisions and
interventions of the local staff is objectively f@ed on the reality of the city trying to solve the
requests of the local community, as well as thelaed the urban environment and landscape in
terms of the rational development. However, thegpss and completion, and also the start of the
relevant and substantial urban development progudsprograms granted by European Union and
by Romanian central institutions illustrate thentte of the application of the quality strategies, i
terms of the urban development in the conditionthefrequests of the sustainable development at
European level.
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