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Abstract: Romania’s integration in the EU is a long-term qgass and if considering
tourism as the winning version for the nationalremmic system, the suggested approach
may be a key element. Identifying, assessing, qfyamg, promoting and integrating the
natural and anthropic, genuine and traditional thge within a solid development
strategy means goals and activities that are relgulstructured and scientifically
grounded through mechanisms and instruments acicmuftr such a scientific approach.
Crisana and Maramuseare two historical provinces lying in the North-g¢®f Romania,
that are characterized by genuineness and tradiiem starting with their composing
cells known as “countries”, such as Q®avlaramurg, Chioar, Beiy, Zarand, up to
particular towns. By applying some methods andrureents scientifically tested into
other areas, by promoting the local features asdstal element, by identifying the
specific elements and mechanisms that set up th&img of the traditional territorial
systems, we can create the key of a scientific @ggr that is well grounded and
supported by theory and practice, as being the dation for producing a strategy and
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some models to give value to the identified hegtad is a scientific approach necessary
in a context where globalization is about to staddze cultural values, and in the case of
the Romanian area these are still priceless and baridentify in other European
countries.

Key words: Crisana, Maramurg tourism resources, genuine heritage, functioeaitorial
systems

INTRODUCTION

Identifying, assessing, quantifying, promoting dntkgrating the natural and anthropic,
genuine and traditional heritage within a solid elepment strategy is a necessary step in the
permanent process of European integration of theddan political area. The current study is
a theoretic element whose final goal is to highlige logical sequence of some stages and
activities necessary for reaching some practicabpses. Applying a methodology through
proper instruments will mark out those resourcesaratterized by genuineness and
traditionalism in Cgana and Maramugetwo cross-border historical-geographical provinde
is a scientific approach necessary in a contextravligobalization is about to standardize
cultural values, and in the case of the Romaniea #rese are still priceless and hard to identify
in other European countries. Taking an accountheée¢ elements and creating othier Situ”
preservation models are necessary steps to prahentmenace of their disappearance or
transformation; in the circumstances of an empleassinobility of meanings and frequency of
the international movement, this process may tdkeepin a very short time. The Romanian
countryside has a reach source of genuine anditradi elements, which corresponds with the
practical and theoretical grounding of the initthtscientific approach, representing thus the
fixed foundation element. Simultaneously, the selcdgnamic element, the peasant, has to be
considered as designer of this area, creator dftinaal elements produced by his daily needs
and who, in the present circumstances has to be megponsible for, educated and motivated
for these assets, customs and traditions in théegbmf a suitable natural environment. The
natural and the anthropic environment are inheyeatinnected, one’s changes determining
effects in the other’s structure, which assumespitogluction of some incorporated strategies
and intervention plans. Applying a suitable metHodg in a context of composing elements of
some territorial systems, on different scales,fyattional and produced by the territorial facts
will produce models that can be applied within satrategies focused on complementarity and
peculiarity.

ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK

The great variety of the physical-geographical dtonk, the great number of depressions
located at the margin of the mountains or withime tsignificant riches in soil and subsoll
distinguished themselves within those units callé@ countries”, like “natural fortresses” that
offered since the oldest times some of the beditions for the population to set and settle §llie
1999). For this purpose, on the territory ofs@nia and Maramuge broadened from northward
Tisa up to southward Mugeat the margin or within the mountains there esiiste the beginning:
“Zarand Land”, “Beius Land”,"Oas Land”, “Maramures Land”, “L apus Land”, “Chioar Land”,
(figure 1) etc. Currently everybody is aware ofgéderritorial groupings, places that people are
curiously fond of, and which do not correspond wathy other objective division that is to be
spotted nowadays. Thus, hundreds of ages afterwtreldeeling of belonging perpetuates from
one generation to another, and the territorial i# mental construction. The same patrimonial
value has other areas such as ThguCRepede Valley, The lerul Valley, Silvania Coyntfhe
Codru Region, The Guiri Plain, The SomgPlain etc.
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METHODS AND METHODOLOGY

The information analysed within the current studynes from authors’ direct observations
took on the spot for many years, as well as frofitiaf sources of statistical data such as the
local, regional and national statistical instituite$Romania. The methodological basis relies on the
total of elements forming the system-region ortdretorial system (lang 2000), whose analysis
implies two stages, each presenting specific phasagnosis that concerns precisely setting the
current state of the systeprognosis that implies drawing up the design of the futstate of the
system with the purpose of preventing possibletsbarings. By using the structure of a territorial
system according to their suitability for a certgipe of managing the space, the four categories of
componentsgeneral, favourable circumstances, restrictive gmdssure the potential of each
component and its suitable or restrictive natungarals a certain type of exploitation may be
precisely quantified, assuring thus optimum spaeaagement (largp 2000). Simultaneously, in
the context of a regional study, identifying theeth sets of components is necessaunpport
componentsthat group all the elements of the natural emritent, respectively the possibilities of
fructifying them along with the risksintervention componentsrepresented by the human
component and its habitaterived componen{€ocean, 2005).
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Starting from the two framework-concepts mentionsithhultaneously with using some
models that have already been applied into othesisaand identifying the specific elements and
mechanisms that set up their working, we can créagekey of a well grounded scientific
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approach. Promoting the concept of integrated sour{Rieser, 2000) and creating functional
territorial systems on different scales (Ign2000; Cocean and Filip, 2008; Hiand all., 2009a),
by using principles, methods and instruments chetake¢he specialized literature (Martinez, 1994;
Hall and Lew, 1998; William, 1998; Timothy, 20010(2; Cazelais and all, 2000; Ian®000;
Cocean, 2005; Veal, 2006; Ciangnd Dezsi, 2007; Bufon, 2008; Kije2008 etc) constitutes the
pattern of a scientific approach that is tryinggtound answers to the three questishgre? why?
andhow?as to end by identifying nuclei of the local aedipnal development in the suburb areas.
From methodological point of view another signifitaaspect is to establish optimum
working parameters of the territorial system subjecland management based on the specific
elements of the tourism management concept (€iand Dezsi, 2007, 32-33; Iieand all, 2009)
such as: adapting the territory subject to landagament in comparison with the peculiarities of
the genetic factors; the complex character of tbgom irrespective of the taxonomic rank;
implementing a systemic vision; creating some cdible and multifunctional systems; real
guantitative and qualitative knowledge of the atixe resources; professional assessment of the
natural environment tolerance limit, beyond whibke £merged imbalances lead to damage of the
system functioning mechanisms. Thus, for a terat@ystem to become model applicable in places
where the composing subsystems are complete ameihsgsonly from the point of view of the
natural environment, encountering big differencesfthe point of view of the development level,
the basic strategy has to combine flexibility, elifintiation and diversity (Erdeli and Gheorghila
2006; Timothy and Boyd, 2003). The LFA (Logical fmework Approach) analysis assures:
accuracy and relevance of the information neces&aryhe decision factors, fast and efficient
communication between the parts involved (kar#000, 135) in achieving the land management
project. In the same analytical context, anothgodrtant aspect is that of economic efficiency,
simultaneously with the long term preservationh® environment (Butler, 1991; Murphy, 1994;
Timothy, 1999, llie D., 2008) and good practices that ground the saike development of
tourism (Bramwell and Lane, 1993, 2; Timothy, 19€%staldini, 2008) based on principles as:
ecological integrity, efficiency, equity and baladantegration (Wall, 1993; Timothy, 1999, 183).

ANALYTICAL COMPONENT. DEBATE

In order to reach the general objectives applicébléhe first phase of fulfilling such a
scientific approach we mention as imposed actwitilear delimitation of the analysis area;
informational and methodological documentation étca second stage, having an environment
clearly delimitated from territorial-administrativpoint of view, for a realist theoretical and
applicable grounding we detail the specific objedi activities and methodological aspects to end
with identifying the key elements in producing aattgy and some integration models of the
touristic heritage of Cgana and Maramuge

Gathering the informations being achieved through continuous on-spot &ietsvin the
countryside towns and especially in the “pilot” endigure 2) in Maramukeand Crgana, by
carrying out thematic video and photographic doausie by studying the specialized
documentation in libraries and other specializeditutions etc. Valuable bibliographic resources
(Dezsi, 2006; llig, 2006; llies, 2007; Pwcas, 2007; Cocean and Fillip, 2008; Josan, 2009) ney b
indentified within the archiving centres and libear of the university centres in Cluj-Napoca,
Bucharest, Timjoara, Oradea etc, ifihe 7arii Crigsurilor museum of Orade&he 7arii Oasului
museum of Negkgi-Oas, Maramurg museum of Sighetu-Marrmiai, Ethnographic Museum of
Transylvaniaof Cluj-NapocaCountymuseum of Satu Mare etc. Within the pilot townssdxd on
an action plan, activities of identifying, register and quantifying the genuine heritage elements
are required. Simultaneously, the framework elemdot identifying the genuine character are
being composed, outlined, updated and settled, thi¢thpossibility of extrapolation to the whole
analysed area. Based on these elements, the otlnes bf the analysis area will also be listed and
ranked for the final purpose of producing an image&lear and as real as possible of what genuine
and traditional mean and where they can still hmdéb
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Crisana and Maramures

Figure 2. Representatives “Pilot” villages from study acé&risana and Maramuge&proposal)

Creating a database structured on operational categs by basic selection and
processing of the available informatiomplies similar activities and a methodology with
instruments adjusted to the structure of the da®bln this ongoing stage the digital format is
being created, the basic information is being uhieed and processed in the database etc. Thus,
the information gathered from the practical acidgtand the databases of specialized institutions
are being entered in the project database whiamaisaged through specific software, having the
possibility of being permanently updated and creatispecific and typical graphic and
cartographic products (figure 3).

Developing some specific concepts and modglsoutlining some characteristic areas
implies creative, analytical activities based ommptementarity and interdisciplinarity. The
suggested approach becomes a certainty througtaredgbates of the work team on one hand,
and discussions between them and other specialiite field on the other hand, starting from the
working hypotheses and directions previously lagdclas basis of the new experimentation
direction producing experienced methodological liipses.

Continuous study of the effects of “globalizaticerid “cultural levelling” on the genuine
component of the touristic potentiehse our access to identify the main ways and sniwn put
at risk the genuine traditional resources. Simaltarsly with creating some measures and means
of “stopping” this levelling approach, producing ‘@mmune systehable to react to the harmful
stimuli of “modernism” and non-culture is a necegssiep. This approach is based on continuous
actions, carried out through investigations and/eys took in the studied area, through making
the local characters aware of the menaces creatédldbalization”, for in the end to identify,
organize and scientifically establish alternatiskisons chosen from the local area, instead of the
universal ones (figure 4 a and b).
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d
Figures 4 Wooden Churches imfaramurg” style built in: a.) Biile Felix Spa, Bihor County; b.) Covasna
Resort, Covasna County; c.) Oradea — Armatei Remnsémy d.) — Wooden Church "imported” froral&
County (Letca village) in campus of University ofsd0ea)
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Establishing the acquired methods, techniques aodetscompatible with the analysed
environment is an ongoing action for obtaining ®wentific certification of the research
results. A significant aspect in point of view afentifying the territory with traditional and
genuine values is the reference time sequence., Mmigan highlight very old structures and
elements that can act only as background and teahpaitural mark, without being actively
included in the tourism circuit. That is why, irriies of methodology, based on the territorial
facts and bibliographical sources, in case of dacfitorial structure included in the research
area it is necessary even from the beginning, goeal position depending on the historic
thresholds that seriously marked the architectstgle of the households in the Romanian
countryside (figure 5). Considering the lifespansoth an element of “material heritage” as
core when speaking of the households, 4 tempotbeecan be identified: prior to the First
World War, the inter-war period, the socialist periand the post-socialist one. Such a
typology was drawn up in case of ©Q@ountry by M. llig in 2006, which caught the way in
which the houses of Qeavolved, that passed through at least 6 initial phases, amred
with coexistence periods(llies M., 2006, 162, 164). Scientific grounding of thes&eemporal
sectors is necessary to be achieved as a resah @xtensive activity on the spot with the
purpose of identifying, mapping, registering, ass®g and quantifying the specific structures
and elements of the areas subject to researchgasde quantity and quality. Simultaneously
with this temporal scale, another one is necessaamely that of the comeback of a certain
traditional style, one that is stylized again ingnhof the cases and that may represent a trend
for the contemporary period.

Figura 5. Alternatives for new and old — Solution for thadition conservation:
Sarbi Village from “MaramureLand” (left); Botiza Village from “Maramures Landtight)

Promoting preservation and protection of the inusigenuine ethnographic-cultural
heritage and local and national legislative suppoepresents a set of objectives based on
approaches carried out in promoting actions ofitleal heritage values among and with the local
characters. For this purpose, promoting some ntomseserve and protect the genuine heritage is
highly important in order to avoid actions that tedts quantitative and qualitative decrease. With
this aim in view we mention the selling of frameules of Maramugeto some foreign
contractors, who subsequently demolished them,th@dvood having significant value and age
became fit for export for the Italian furniture ustry. Within the same approach we map and
register through practical activities the elememdsvly introduced in the rural system under the
care of developing the rural infrastructure andhvilte help of some significant European and
governmental funds. These measures are absolutebssary to qualitatively restrict the size of
the catastrophe affecting the genuine values odditional countryside. Two basic principles are
necessary of being implemented in drawing up thid smcal and regional development strategies:
cooperation and complementarity (figure 6a and b).
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Figure 6a Cooperation. Wooden Church fromgapde Jos (Dibrova), Ucraina (romanian village)t)lef
and wooden church fromigana Village (Maramurg right)

(left); traditional port from Romanian village BugigMaramurg Land)

KEY-ELEMENTS IN ELABORATION PROCESS OF STRATEGY AND
INTEGRATION MODELS OF TOURIST PATRIMONY

Drawing up a strategy and some models of crossdyardegration of the tourist heritage of
Crisana and Maramures with that of the adjacentdaorareascarries on through practical activities
in the corresponding Hungarian and Ukrainian boatea with the purpose of knowing the facts
specific to the analysed theme aiming at compleaniyiand cooperation. The development of some
cross-border relation systems showing high degfdanationality is based upon the population’s
freedom to relocate and the easiness of trespatb@rgiate borders. In this context, the analysea a
may be identified with one or more of the 4 typésross-border relations between adjacent states,
proposed by Martinez (1994, 3-4)ithout relations; coexistingminimum opening)interdependent
and integrated In this context, within the actions performed adentifies elements that may
compete and those that can be managed in complamenbss-border systems. In the first case, we
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are trying to identify solutions and models thansform a potential rivalry into integrated and
functional systems using juxtaposed systems (figrd-or example, we have the situations in the
historical Maramurg located on both banks of the Tisa river where cae find both common
elements that may produce circuits symbolized leyoss-border approach, and elements that can
produce complementary tourism systems with crosddsdunctioning.

RN L ‘/ 3 w L N
ey S )J N R : |
Pgland POy | \ I N /
Slovakia \ SRRV .
- : « . N . .
Ps Q -—
e
O = { N\ )
. Republic
o B £ 4
A ‘ oldova
Hunggry ",‘ & u. Y .
’ o )Y : P
g 0 , ,
% : () -

LS
- LI . N H
.

.o ey e ,‘\.' : | A 500 ~ o

. 3 . / N
. e, AN g . A,

R 3 ‘ e
. o - . *
oo ’

[, A . .M' MY
(O alexandru ilies, 2009+ m ety raned uat Uiai
. L9 Cluj-NapSca @ rd raine
Legend m Romanian Borderland @ International Croos-border point
:Sme Border KN Ukrainian Borderiand (8 | ocal Border Crossing Point
D Limits of Counties/Regions (NUTS 3) Mountain Area no. population
- Urban area Major roads 690.000
Setlements Maramures Counties/Regions (NUTS 3) I345,000 Romania
@ Airports Uzhorod Capital of Counties/regions

Figure 7. Romanian-ukrainian cross-border territorial systeith tourist function
(model; llieg and Grama, 2010, 141)

Tourism planning and land management is based agay-concept — flexibility (Ciarig
Dezsi, 2007, 26), and in case of the cross-bormleitdrial systems, planning typology is based
upon the systemic plan (Williams, 1998, 127-129rtmiaz, 1994; Timothy, 1999; llfeand Josan,
2009) where changing an element causes disordéeiwhole system; the basic method required
is to decipher the structure and understand itstfoming. Thus, the interdependency of the 4 key-
elements: space and time as development grounditiastand communication as instruments for
action and dissemination, create the path for drgwp some models of tourism development of a
cross-border system that may be implemented oaerdift scales, aiming at different intervention
hierarchical levels, from local and regional upato international one (Williams, 1998; Ciding
Dezsi, 2007, 27). For instance, changing the rol@ functions of the border, the rhythm and
evolution of the phenomenon on an appropriate/ingpate time segment causes deep structural-
functional changes of a border and cross-bordeistousystem.

Within such an approach, the quantitative and tptale assessment of the tourism system
components, the interdependency relations betwesm bn one hand and with the system on the
other, are based upon: the geographical settitigf structure and degree of accessibility; cliroati
conditions; means of communication system; conaosstiwith other systems and subsystems;
quantitative, structural and qualitative featuréthe tourism resources; initiating the development
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of the rural tourism activities; socio-economic gralitical conditions etc. All these are elements
that create a favourable/unfavourable frameworksimengthening and good functioning of an
integrated tourism system.

Instead ofconclusionswe specify that by going over the stages presetitedpurpose of
such a scientific grounded approach will producg-éements indrawing up a strategy and
some integration modelof the identified heritage, among which:

- Land management models imported and implementdubutitbeing adapted to area
peculiarities For this purpose, it is important that the idgnéind defining elements of rural and
cultural tourism mingle with the facts in the araad the genuine character of the inherited
traditions. A realistic measure on this line wobhhd/e required separating the boarding houses and
the rural boarding houses into two categoriesvaetocategory (1-5 stars) which would comprise
those households included in the tourism programnbes which are not typical for the
architectural style of the region; and a higheregaty (more than 5 stars) for buildings in
compliance with the traditional architectural styfegyure 8a and 8b). The first group, should it
benefit from minimum investments, would allow thereer to get some supplementary incomes by
including those buildings in the touristic circuite second group, more expensive, being the main
attraction, could benefit from financial supportféam of subvention) according to the degree of
authenticity and illustration of the local pecuiti@s. As compared to the first category, the sdcon
one is also a motivation for developing the tourfmocess.

Figure 8a Tourist pension in according with Figure 8b. Tourist pension in a new modern house

architectural style of region (Botiza village — (Fersti village, Maramurg)
Maramureg)

- Reassessment, promotion and re-brand@gmparing the information gathered through the
office work with those during the practical actie#t, updating it and completing the documents with
the features of the new data, are steps takerder ¢tw redesign the idea of genuine tourism based o
territorial facts, getting thus to know the redliation of what has been left frofraditional and
genuine’; being able to estimate the importance of the édrgounterfeit as compared to the
destroyed authenticity, respectively the one thatukl be preserved in situ. As starting point for
reaching some objectives requested by such a icieayproach, selecting, assessing, quantifying
and classifying the information gathered during fractical activities are being necessary; this
necessity is determined also by the fact that robgtte specialized literature with reference to the
natural and anthropic resources and especiallij@tartographic ones that are tourism specific are
old and out of date. By synthesizing the informatime can create specific models comparable with
those existing in the specialized literature, lildped to the area peculiarities.sO@hioar, Codru,
Lapus, Maramure, ler, Plop§, Beius or Zarand may be the main areas reassessed asdiethas
models having representative territorial structifoesthe Romanian ethnographic-cultural tourism,
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underlying at the same time the promotion of thentrspecific for each region. In order not to
introduce and promote non-native elements withi@ thinctioning mechanism of a traditional
functional system, it is necessary to study theotsf of “globalization” upon authenticity (which is
part of the touristic potential), and to identifyetmain ways and means that put at risk the genuine
traditional resources. It is a difficult, but notpossible to achieve objective which implies a troa
campaign of making people aware of the values, Inairthe local level then up to the international
one. One can note that the deterioration of thieestic patrimony is due to a great extent to tisallo
characters and to the fact that the specialistsoti@et involved into taking the decisions regagdin
preservation and management of a rural wealthithgstting poorer and poorer.

Traditional versus modern, authentic versus nowealradition and authenticity are traits
often associated with the potential of the Romaniaral tourism. With this purpose, the
“countries” of the Romanian ethnographic area ati# eeal living museums where the
environment and the lifestyle obviously differ frahe western-European “civilization”. Lagging
behind like this may be an extremely valuable athga for the Romanian tourism, and the case
of Maramurg, area of tradition and genuine values is relevantthis purpose (llig and all,
2009b). It is necessary to include into the natiggragrammes some components that aim at
“subventioning the maintenance of tradition andteartticity” in the struggle against kitsch on a
base resembling the activities carried out in adftce (llies and all, 2008). Thus, in a few years,
like in the case the western rural tourism, tryiogevive what has been left, we will have to stage
old time plays with modern actors.

Non-native versus nativeAnother problem regards moving some traditionahiecture
elements from their origin area and implementirggritinto regions showing different ethnographic
features (figure 9). It does not regard the openegiional museums (those in Bucharest, Sibiu,-Cluj
Napoca etc) where Romanian original and represeatlements are grouped, but introducing some
non-native elements to the detriment of the ndtiaditions. The effects of such approaches will be
devastating upon area peculiarities, distortingitye@and making it impossible for the young
generations to distinguish the characteristicheflace where they were born or currently livés It
a process whose effects are similar to globalinadiad cultural levelling by: decrease of the irgere
for the source areas, occurring thus the possilafiadmiring an architecturally distorted churdh o
Maramurs, right in the centre of Bucharest.

] L T
Figure 9. Wooden Church infharamure$ architectural style, moved from CougteVillage (Maramurg) in
“Maramurg Land’ Museum of Sighetu Marmei (Maramure; left); Wooden Curch inMaramure”
architectural style built in Ble Felix Spa (Bihor; right)
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Under these circumstances, we can estimate thafasitechange of villages raises the
problem of saving the architectural heritage forn@dwood, stone, reed or other specific
materials, by identifying, recording, mapping arrdmoting a larger and larger number of local
elements. The main menaces are the cheap kitsctlistodted or outdated information. Following
the suggested logical approach by identifying s@nswers to the questiomghere? why?and
how? leads to positive answers and implicitly to temi&l systems showing high degree of
functionality.
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